
West Side Coalition of Neighborhood 
Associations’ Candidates Night 

On the evening of October 1st, over a hundred westsiders 
gathered at Don Newton—Taylor Ranch Community Center to 
hear dozens of candidates talk about their position on issues 
that concern all of us. We heard from state, county, and city 
individuals that wish to represent those of us living on the west 
side. It was both very informative and enlightening, and a 
great opportunity to meet them and hear if their priorities 
agreed with ours. We thank WSCONA for organizing this 
event; we should all be grateful we have such an organization 
of cooperation on the entire west side of Albuquerque. 

 

APD Certification Class for Civilian 
Security Patrol  

Sat., Nov. 15, 8 am—noon 

Northwest Area Command Station 

Learn how to be part of the solution to crime in Taylor Ranch.  
Attend this free class that will instruct you in what is and isn’t 
expected of you participating in Neighborhood Patrols.  TRNA 
Neighborhood patrols are conducted in pairs, with at least one 
of the two patrollers required to hold certification from APD.  

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE CURRENTLY ACTIVE ON 
PATROL to attend this class. If you think you might be 
interested in joining the patrol, or you have joined and are not 
yet certified, this class is for you. 

Additionally, if you are already certified, but would like a 
refresher, you are welcome to sit in.  We seriously need more 
patrollers!  Won’t you please consider participating in this 
worthwhile effort? 

If you plan to attend this session, please let me know at 
patrol@trna.org, or call 505-550-5619. (The NW Command 
Substation is across from Cibola High School on Ellison 
Road.) 

Kathi Ingley, (Interim) Coordinator 

TRNA Neighborhood Security Patrol 

 

President’s Message 

Jolene Wolfley, TRNA President 

October was an especially busy month for the land use 
committee headed up by Rene Horvath.  The Coors Corridor 
Plan had a four-hour hearing before the Environmental 
Planning Commission on October 2nd.  TRNA teamed up with 
many neighborhood leaders to help point out why we felt the 
1984 Plan did more to protect the Coors Corridor than the 
2014 proposal.  The EPC found many failings in the 2014 Plan 
and sent it back for more revisions….to be heard again in 
January 2015.  (See more detail in the Land Use Report.) 

On October 23rd, TRNA joined Alban Hills’ leaders in 
expressing concern about changes to the plan to develop the 
southwest corner of Coors and La Orilla.  Adjacent neighbors 
are concerned by existing plans that would have busy loading 
areas next to them.  We agree, however, the new proposal 
intensifies the site without providing a complete set of plans.  
Single family homes are replaced by apartments (with site 
plan documents missing) and shopping center and a bank are 
replaced with three fast food restaurants (which can generate 
5 times more trips).  TRNA is arguing that the new uses are 
more intense that what has been approved and that the 
application is deficient in provided landscaping and 
architectural plans of the new uses.  The Zoning Administrator 
will continue review of the case on November 12th. (More in 
the Land Use Report.) 

(Cont’d on page 2) 
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  Next Board of Directors Meeting — November 12, 6:45 pm — DNTR Community Center 

NOVEMBER 4TH, TUESDAY 

VOTE! 
We’re sure many of you have taken advantage of the 
early voting or absentee voting, but we are reminding the 
rest of you to please go to the polls on Tuesday, and 
exercise your privilege and duty — for your community, 
for your state, for your country. 
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(President Message, cont’d from page 1) 

Besides Land Use, there are other busy people making TRNA 
work.  I would like to highlight one member of our Board who 
has worked tirelessly for years. 

Do you know someone you are almost afraid to express a 
need to because they are so willing to take care of it….adding 
it to their already long “to-do” list?  Well Terri Spiak is the gem 

who is always 
willing to take on a 
task for TRNA. 
Terri is serving as 
our secretary and 
past treasurer.  In 
addition, she has 
managed the 
awarding of our 
scholarships.  
This year she 
headed up the 
flea market and 
will oversee the 
Christmas 
luncheon.  In 
other words, what 
would we do 
without her! 

Terri grew up in the Corn Belt of Central Illinois.  Her 
grandmother Caroline was her role model for volunteer work 
ethic and broadening her skills.  

Terri has over 30 years of experience in non-profit 
accounting. She has worked for a rural electric cooperative, 
disability service agency, CPA, and private businesses.   

She and her husband Steve have seven children in a Brady-
Bunch style family. We appreciate how supportive Steve 
(husband) and Caitlyn (daughter) are of TRNA and Terri’s 
involvement. 

Terri loves home decorating, creating "accidental" art projects, 
gardening, and singing. She wishes she had more time 
for quiet reflection or volunteering at a hospital.   

Terri has learned these important lessons:  stay focused on 
working hard to make your corner of the world a better place, 
whether that means with family, neighbors, or in surprising and 
random places throughout the day.  Love your family and 
friends well everyday so there are no regrets.  

Quite honestly, we would not be functional without Terri.  

Thanks Terri for your generosity, hard work, thoughtful 

insights, and cheerfulness. 

New Board Member Mike Sullivan 

Jolene Wolfley, TRNA President 

Mike was voted a member of the Board to fill a vacant seat.  
Mike has been working with TRNA for years and we are glad 
to have him ‘officially’ on the Board. 

I asked Mike to introduce himself to you: 

“My wife Virginia and I have lived in Taylor Ranch since 
January 2010.  We moved here from Farmington where we’d 
lived for more than thirty years. I was a city planner in 
Farmington for 33 years, and was Community Development 
Director at the time of my retirement.   My wife and I really like 
our house and neighbors in the Hunter Ridge subdivision.  

My Interest in TRNA centers primarily on land use and 
transportation issues. I see them as topics that will require 
constant attention if we are to preserve the features that make 
Taylor Ranch a great place to live. Since attending my first 
TRNA annual meeting in 2011, I’ve been impressed with the 
well-organized efforts of its members to tackle a variety and 
seemingly endless onslaught of land use issues, many of 
which posed serious threats to the quality of life in Taylor 
Ranch. I applaud René Horvath, in particular for her tireless 
efforts as TRNA’s Land Use Director. I want to work with René 
on ongoing and future issues, such as the Coors Corridor 
Plan, but I confess, I don’t want to work nearly as hard as she 
does. I appreciate the vote of confidence the Board has shown 
in electing me to one of the vacant director positions. I look 
forward to serving the organization and learning more about 
how TRNA works to keep Taylor Ranch the best neighborhood 

for families in Albuquerque.” — Mike Sullivan 
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Education Committee Report 

Rummage Sale Success 

Terri Spiak, TRNA Secretary 

The second 2014 TRNA Scholarship Rummage Sale held on 
September 27 was a great success.  42 spaces were reserved 
in advance and 40 spaces were actually occupied on the day 
of the sale.  TRNA has many vendors who return time after 
time to support our event and our scholarship efforts.  The 
Cross of Hope Lutheran Church has been instrumental in 
allowing us the use of their parking lot and we appreciate the 
respect and care the vendors and buyers show in their care of 
the facilities!  Frank Gonzales, Store Director for Albertson’s 
contributed the hot dogs, buns, doughnuts and water for the 
concession stand.  Albertson’s continues to be a very 
generous community partner with TRNA in so many ways!  A 
big thank you to everyone for a wonderful event!  We couldn’t 
do it without you! 

Rene’ Horvath, as always, 
managed the TRNA Sales 
Table along with the ever-
faithful Marjorie Newton and 
Marianne Pendleton.  Hanna 
Sorrells floated between the 
concession table and the sales 
area, along with Caitlin Armijo, 
daughter of Stephen and Terri 
Spiak, who volunteered all 
morning too.  Lily Andrews 
manned the membership table 
and did a great job of 
circulating and encouraging all 
the vendors to join TRNA….although I am sure she was also 
finding a couple of bargains along the way!  Terri Spiak, 

coordinating her second flea market, was making the rounds 
and also doing double duty shopping a little too.  This is what 
makes the TRNA Flea Market so much fun!  We sell, we shop, 
and we mingle!  And, at the end of the day, TRNA is close to 
meeting its goals of fundraising for the scholarships! 

Stephen Spiak was coerced into helping grill the hot dogs 
again– despite juggling the set up and grill cooking with sprint 
car racing scheduled on the same day!!  Maybe next year he 
can just pull the trailer into the lot for the kids to see a real race 
car and then take off directly from the flea market….!!  (Or not)  
Stephen has a plan to purchase his own commercial hot dog 
roller/cooker before the next flea market.  Look for that new 
addition next time!  We were also very happy to have Ken 
Newman with us, volunteering with set up and concessions.   

Do you have any ideas on how the Scholarship Flea Market/
Rummage Sale can be 
improved?  Are you 
interested in 
volunteering or donating 
goods for sale?  Contact 
Terri Spiak at 899-0898 
or by emailing her at 
tspiak59@gmail.com.   

SAVE THE DATE!  One 
date for next year is 
already set:  Mark the 
Second Saturday of the 
2015 New Mexico State 
Fair as the September 
date for the 2015 TRNA 
Scholarship Flea Market/
Rummage Sale.  With 

the State Fair in 
progress, the 
regular Flea Market 
vendors have few 
options to capture a 
crowd in 
Albuquerque and 
TRNA hopes to 
have a great event 
next year during the 
fair!! 

 

mailto:tspiak59@gmail.com
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Annual Holiday Luncheon 

Terri Spiak, TRNA Secretary 

As the holiday season draws near, don’t forget to send in your 
reservation to attend the Annual Luncheon set for the 
December 6, the first Saturday in December.  This is a great 
time to meet other members, connect with old friends and 
meet new ones!  Outback Steakhouse Manager Robert 
Veracka and his staff, along with members and their families 
will serve another delicious meal to our members!  Outback 
Steakhouse participates with Taylor Ranch NA in serving a 
meal at Project Share 3-4 times per year.  We appreciate the 
generous giving spirit and neighborhood friendship by Outback 
Steakhouse. 

This year we will again collect non-perishable food items and 
toiletries for Taylor Ranch families in need.  Please dig deep 
this year and consider how you can help a local family this 
holiday season!  Plan ahead and donate what you can to this 
project.  For many years June Newman worked hard to identify 
families in need from our neighborhood.  If you know of a 
family in need this year, please contact Terri Spiak at 899-
0898 to help us identify these families who so deserve our 
care and concern.  Let’s make June proud this year as we 
miss her energetic and giving spirit! 

Do you want to get involved this year in the holiday luncheon 
with set up, donation of gifts for the raffle, or by assisting with 
serving or clean up?  Please let us know.  You can contact 
Jolene Wolfley at president@trna.org or Terri Spiak at 
secretary@trna.org or by calling Terri Spiak at 899-0898.  
Jump in and get involved!  We welcome members to help with 
any event TRNA is hosting!  See you there! 

Balloons Flying in Taylor Ranch during the 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta early Oct. 

Return of the Cranes 

Nov 15 & 16, 2014 

Open Space Visitor Center 

6500 Coors Rd NW (east on Bosque Meadows Rd) 

505-897-8831 

In Albuquerque in the fall we 
celebrate one of our most beautiful 
and cherished seasonal visitors, the 
Sandhill Crane. 

One of the best places for watching 
the Sandhill Crane is the Open Space 

Visitor Center, which is located adjacent to farm fields 
managed by the Open Space Division as wildlife habitat. Since 
its official opening in 2006, the Visitor Center has become a 
haven for wildlife enthusiasts, as it allows for unique views of 
Sandhill Cranes and other bird species, with the spectacular 
backdrops of the Sandia Mountains and the Cottonwood 
forests of the Rio Grande. 

In preparation for the return of the Sandhill crane they have 

grown many acres of sorghum and alfalfa for our omnivorous 
friends. These animals are charming to watch as they posture 
and dance asserting their dominance or simply play in 
courtship. They keep close tabs at an onlooker’s distance: 
people, coyotes, foxes, and cats all fall within a “dangerous” 
category for the crane. Humans may come no closer than 40-
50 feet. So if you would like to view these animals it is wise to 
bring binoculars. Here at the OSVC we welcome those who 
desire to see these birds in mass. Additionally, because the 
OSVC is located in Albuquerque, we offer great viewing 
opportunities of these birds for local folks who don’t want to 
travel very far.  

And the best part of all: it is FREE!  Activities include children's 
crafts and games, viewing scopes, crafts, workshops, and 
more! 

mailto:president@trna.org
mailto:secretary@trna.org
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Crime Prevention 

Art Retberg, TRNA Crime Prevention Director 

 Taylor Ranch Crime Statistics 

Pete Gelabert, APD NW Area Command Crime Prevention 
Specialist, has been unable to provide crime statistics for 
several months because new APD software cannot  generate 
the information. Pete does not know when, and if, the software 
will be modified to provide the statistics by neighborhood. If 
you want to check criminal activity in your area you can use 
www.crimemapping.com which provides info that you can filter 
by date and type of crime.  

Community Emergency Response Team 

On a different note, some of our readers 
might be interested in becoming CERT 
members who can assist others in their 
neighborhood or workplace following an 
event when professional responders are 
not immediately available to help.  

To learn more use the following link to 
City of Albuquerque website:  

http://www.cabq.gov/emergency-management-office/citizen-
preparedness/community-emergency-response-team/

resolveUid/1ac968484a6dd177b52cf6c7a5d3bf3d 

What is CERT? 

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program 
educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that 
may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, 
team organization, and disaster medical operations.  

Using the training learned in the classroom and during 
exercises, CERT members can assist others in their 
neighborhood or workplace following an event when 
professional responders are not immediately available to help. 
CERT members also are encouraged to support emergency 
response agencies by taking a more active role in emergency 
preparedness projects in their community. The “About CERT” 
section of this site gives you a complete description of CERT. 

You can call (505) 833-7247 or email fhogan@cabq.gov to find 
out when training classes will be held. Currently no scheduled 
classes are shown on the website. I would assume that 
classes are held when enough individuals show interest in 

becoming trained and certified. 

 

Serve on Police Oversight Board 

Elaine T. Romero, Policy Analyst for 

City Councilor Ken Sanchez, Dist. 1 

The Police Oversight Board (POB) application process is open 
until November 30, 5:00 PM. The POB will provide policy 
guidance for and civilian oversight of the Albuquerque Police 
Department. Apply now to be considered to serve on this 
important board. 

The POB is a nine-member board appointed by the City 
Council. Members will be appointed for up to three-year 
staggered terms and are eligible for reappointment for an 
additional full term.  Any person residing within the City of 
Albuquerque may submit an application. Appointments are at 
the sole discretion of the City Council. 

Applicants will be evaluated against the minimum qualifications 
described below and other criteria as described in the Police 
Oversight Ordinance. In evaluating your application, staff may 
request additional information and/or an interview as part of 
the evaluation process. 

Minimum Qualifications 

 Have not been employed by law enforcement for one year 
prior to appointment. 

 Successfully pass a background check (form is available 
online: http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-
oversight-board-application) 

 Personal history lacking any pattern of unsubstantiated 
complaints against APD. 

 A demonstrated ability to engage in mature, impartial 
decision making. 

 A commitment to transparency and impartial decision 
making. 

 Residency within the City of Albuquerque. 

 There is no minimum required education or work 
experience. 

How to Apply 

 Apply online: http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-
police-oversight-board-application  

 Download an application from online: http://www.cabq.gov/
council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application 

 Pick up a paper application from the City Council Office, 
9th floor, City/County Government Building. 

Thank you for your involvement in the community.  

I can be reached at: eromero@cabq.gov, or 505-768-3183 

http://www.cabq.gov/emergency-management-office/citizen-preparedness/community-emergency-response-team/resolveUid/1ac968484a6dd177b52cf6c7a5d3bf3d
http://www.cabq.gov/emergency-management-office/citizen-preparedness/community-emergency-response-team/resolveUid/1ac968484a6dd177b52cf6c7a5d3bf3d
http://www.cabq.gov/emergency-management-office/citizen-preparedness/community-emergency-response-team/resolveUid/1ac968484a6dd177b52cf6c7a5d3bf3d
mailto:fhogan@cabq.gov
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
http://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-police-oversight-board-application
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Land Use Update 

Rene Horvath, Land Use Director 

1.  Coors Corridor Plan 2014 draft/ October 2nd EPC 
hearing update:  The EPC held its third hearing to review the 
2014 draft for the Coors Corridor Plan update.  

During the August 14th EPC hearing several Commissioners 
had expressed that the proposed 2014 Coors Corridor plan 
lacked vision and needed a vision statement to set the stage 
for what the goals are for the plan.  One Commissioner also 
asked what initiated the Coors Corridor Plan (CCP) update, in 
the first place. They also wanted more detailed comments as 
to what needed to be changed in the plan to make it better. 
Testimony from the community tried to address the 
Commissioners comments.  

The testimony began by explaining how the update began in 
2005:   

In 2005, City Council passed a resolution to update the 1984 
Coors Corridor Plan in order to clarify and strengthen the view 
regulations and design standards in the plan.  The update was 
to help resolve some enforcement issues regarding the 1984 
plan that had occurred in recent years.  The resolution was 
sponsored by Councilor Cadigan.  It was to beef up the 1984 
plan. A consultant firm was hired to provide workshops for the 
community and property owners.  As a result of the 
workshops, the 2007 draft was created.  It enhanced the goals 
and policies of the 1984 plan.   

The Planning department decided to hold off approving the 
2007 draft to allow more time for a transportation study to be 
developed.  The transportation study was completed in 2012.  
The Planning department threw out the 2007 draft and 
developed a new draft to include the transportation study.  It is 
the 2014 draft of the Coors Corridor plan.   

Below are additional comments provided at the hearing or 
letters sent to the EPC concerning the 2014 Draft Plan:  

 The 2014 draft eliminates the Parkway designation.  

 The change in view regulations provide little protection for 
maintaining views. 

 The language in the draft is weak with words like “should” 
rather than “shall” when encouraging compliance with the 
regulations, 

 The exceptions and deviations weaken the view and 
design regulations even further.  

 The need for more ROW (Right of Way) to add the BRT 
(Bus Rapid Transit) lanes is a concern to several 
neighborhoods.  The more recent developments have 
allowed houses to be built too close to the roadway.  How 

will ROW be acquired in these areas?  

 Recent changes to the 2014 draft will allow perimeter 
walls to encroach on the required 35 ft. landscape buffers. 
We want to keep our landscape buffers wall free. 

 Elevating Coors at certain locations will disperse the noise 
level further out from the roadway.  Don’t want to see a 
tunnel of noise walls along the corridor. 

 The draft proposes Coors Blvd to be a multimodal road for 
vehicle, transit, bicycle, pedestrian to use.  The community 
supports the multimodal approach, but elevating Coors at 
several locations makes Coors more free-way like and 
less multimodal.  

 The goals and policies of the 1984 plan are easier to read 
and understand, compared to the proposed 2014 Plan.  

 Connecting Winterhaven to La Orilla to relieve Coors 
traffic is not supported by area residents.  It would make it 
a short cut for traffic to use on a local road currently only 
used by residential and commercial users.   

 The transportation portion of the draft is a concept that is 
only advisory to the NM Department of Transportation 
(NMDOT).  It may not even get built.  In the meantime the 
design and view regulations will be lessen and higher 
density will increase unnecessarily to accommodate the 
BRT system.   

 The draft with this many issues, is not ready to be 
approved.   

 Dealing with the 2014 draft has taken countless hours to 
figure out, taking time away from our families and personal 
lives.   

 The draft has gotten too long and complex; the 1984 CCP 
is still the better plan.  

 A consultant for the development community also thought 
the plan was not ready. 

After public testimony it was hard for the Planning Commission 
to know where to begin to address the issues.  Several noted 
that there is no real solution, or strong vision; sometimes you 
can’t build your way out of a bad situation. Several 
Commissioners expressed disappointment that the NMDOT 
(Department of Transportation) had not been involved at the 
meetings. It’s a State road, not a City road.  They felt that the 
draft was not ready to send to City Council. A motion was 
made to recommend denial, but they changed their minds and 
voted to defer it for another 90 days.  They would like the 
Planner to continue to work with the neighborhoods.  Several 
facilitated meetings will be arranged with the neighborhoods in 
November to continue working on the draft. The next EPC 
hearing is January 8th after 1:30 pm.     (Cont’d on page 7)            
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(Land Use Report, cont’d from page 6) 

(Coors Corridor Plan cont’d) 

Once again everyone did a fantastic job with their testimony 
and letters, demonstrating their commitment to ensure that the 
Coors Corridor Plan will continue to be a good plan for the 
Westside.  

2.  Santolina Development/ County Planning Commission 
(CPC) hearing/ Wednesday October 1st:  This was the 5th 
County Planning Commission hearing to review the Santolina 
proposed Master Plan. The hearing lasted 6 hours. The “lack 
of water” is still the biggest issue.  The public testified that 
even though Albuquerque may have water rights, it does not 
mean that there is enough physical water in the Rio Grande to 
supply a new development west of Albuquerque.  Additional 
testimony included:   

 There was a lot of discussion raised by the CPC that the 
development would have “no net cost to the Government.”  
The applicant claims that there will be no net cost to the 
taxpayers, because the applicant will build the roads.  The 
public testified that taxpayers will still be responsible to 
pay for new roads outside the site, new schools, public 
services, parks, open space, and maintenance costs for 
all these things.  

 Why should taxpayers be expected to pay for the needs 
for the Santolina development west of Albuquerque, when 
their own community needs are not being met?     

 The transportation system on the Westside is very 
strained during rush hour. I-40 is already severely 
congested.  This will worsen the traffic congestion on I-40.  

 There is already a jobs/ housing imbalance on the 
Westside.  Most of the good paying jobs with good 
benefits are on the east side of the river.  Most of the jobs 
being promoted for Santolina are temporary construction 
jobs. 

 Urban Sprawl is bad for the City which will draw financial 
and water resources away from existing communities.   

TRNA submitted a letter to the County expressing the above 
mentioned concerns.  

Several agencies have commented at the CPC hearings: A) 
The ABCWUA (Water Authority) sent in a letter stating they 
have the physical and legal availability to extend water lines if 
the master plan is approved. B) APS stated at an earlier 
hearing that a bond election would have to take place in order 
to receive funds for new schools.  C) MRCOG representative 
expressed that Federal funding is scarce now and will be more 
so in the future.  Too much residential development is being 
proposed without local industry to supply jobs.  D)  NMDOT 

Engineer said they fall under Federal Highway regulations.  
NEPA will require a public process in order to build any new 
interchanges at I-40, to serve the Santolina development. 
Currently no new interchange proposals are in the MTP plan.   

The County Planning Commission voted to schedule the plan 
for further consideration in 60 days.  Commissioner Martinez 
said residents deserve more time to consider some 
requirements suggested by Planning Staff.  The Master Plan 
must meet the County’s “Planned Communities criteria.”  
Therefore next time the public comment will need to address 
those criteria.  The next hearing is December 3rd at 9:00am.  
Written comments are due November 25th at noon.  

3. La Orilla and Coors Blvd. Site/ County Zoning 
Administrative hearing/ October 14th: As mentioned in the 
last newsletter a local developer was seeking an 
administrative amendment from the County for the Coors/La 
Orilla site, southwest corner. The site has a Special use permit 
for C-1, and R-2 uses.  This site has a complicated history 
starting in 1994 when it received the special use permit 
without a site plan.  Normally a site plan is required.  The first 
site plan didn’t get approved until 2009 when the controversial 
40,000 sq. ft. Walmart grocery store was approved by the 
County Commission. 

The developer wants to make changes to the 2009 site plan 
by reducing the size of the 40,000 sq. ft.  building to 37,500 
sq. ft. and move it away from the Rio Oeste neighborhood and 
back it up on the western side of the commercial property.  He 
also wants to build five other smaller buildings on the 
commercial site; three would be fast food restaurants. He 
would also change the 26 single family lots to a 66 unit 
apartment complex. Over the summer, the developer met 
several times with TRNA, Alban Hills, and Rio Oeste HOA to 
explain his proposal.  

On October 14th the proposal went before the Zoning 
Administrator where the applicant requested an administrative 
amendment. To get an administrative amendment the 
applicant must demonstrate that the proposal is of equal or 
lesser intensity compared to the original site plan, which is the 
2009 site plan. 

The neighborhoods all agreed that moving the big building to 
the western side of the commercial property was a good idea 
and supported it.  Rio Oeste was okay with the apartments. 

One of the problems was there was no site plan to go with the 
applicants amendment request.  He promised that he would 
do a nice job, but the neighborhoods could not guarantee it 
without a site plan. 

(Cont’d on page 8) 
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(Land Use Update, cont’d from page 7) 

(La Orilla/Coors development cont’d) 

In addition, Alban Hills had a lot of concern about switching 
the single family homes to apartments, which would add to the 
traffic congestion along La Orilla road.  La Orilla is their main 
access to Coors Blvd.  They rely on La Orilla heavily and do 
not want to inundate it with too much traffic. They were also 
concerned about the number of fast food drive through 
restaurants; this traffic could easily interfere with the traffic 
flows within the shopping center, and could spill out onto La 
Orilla. Presently there is only one available traffic lane coming 
down the hillside.  TRNA expressed the same concerns; many 
in Taylor Ranch use La Orilla as their main routing in and out 
of their neighborhoods, and for one street, Mesquite, it is their 
only way out of their dead end street. 

TRNA thought the proposed changes were significant and 
questioned whether this was the right process to hear the 
case.  It was more than a simple amendment request.  The 
changes requested were more intense than the 2009 site 
plan.  Due to time constraints and other cases that needed to 
be heard, the Zoning Administrator had to defer this case to a 
future hearing. 

4. AMAFCA/ Arroyos and maintenance: TRNA has had an 
agreement with AMAFCA, and the Parks and REC 
department to take care of the mutt mitt dispensers along the 
Mariposa arroyo and Mariposa basin.  This seems to be 
working out well.  Recently it has been brought to our attention 
that the mowing practices by AMAFCA along the arroyos have 
been extreme. The native shrubs and grasses adjacent to the 
arroyo, which hold the dirt and weeds down, have 
unnecessarily been mowed down.   Two Taylor Ranch Board 
members arranged a meeting with the AMAFCA supervisor, at 
the Mariposa arroyo, to discuss the mowing practices along 
the Arroyo’s.  Several nearby neighbors joined us.  The 
neighborhood group explained that the mowing crew does not 
appear to recognize the difference between a weed and a 
native plant.  While the weed ordinance promotes cutting 
down weeds it does not support mowing down native 
vegetation.  In fact the weed ordinance promotes native 
vegetation for controlling the weeds.  It takes years for native 
plants to grow back and fill in areas to prevent weed growth.   
Tumble weeds and goat heads are the first things that grow 
when the soil has been disturbed. To replace native plants by 
purchasing them is very expensive.  We ultimately discussed 
working on a maintenance agreement between TRNA and 
AMAFCA where the neighborhoods could help with some of 
the cleanup efforts.  

5. Fundraiser: TRNA conducted a fundraiser on October 15th 
at Kelly Jo’s art studio at 6829 4th Street NW to raise funds for 
our land use account. We raised over $3,000.  Kelly and Matt 
Kuchar were so generous. They contributed 100% of the 
painting classes, donated raffle prizes, and also donated the 
sales from refreshments.  It was a fun and worthwhile event!  
This was an opportunity to make art and raise funds to 
encourage sensitive development. 

6. County/Open Space tax /ballot question: The October 
21st Albuquerque Journal had an article about the upcoming 
November 4th election, which includes a ballot question to 
support an open space property tax to purchase and maintain 
open space lands. It would raise $2.8 million a year for the 
next 15 years.  It has been years since we have had a 
mechanism to purchase open space. Now is the time to 
purchase critical areas on the Westside where development is 
advancing and the Westside has unique open space areas 
that need to be acquired, such as La Cuentista.  I encourage 
everyone to support this initiative.  

Rene Horvath, TRNA Land Use Director, 898-2114 
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FAMILY DENTAL CENTER 

 Where we treat 

you like family! 

NO INSURANCE NO PROBLEM! 

Ask about our IN-HOUSE MEMBERSHIP! 

Free Consultations! 

Located @ The Shoppes in Taylor Ranch 

4801 Montano Road N.W. suite A-3 

505-898-4504 

www.andersonddsabq.com  
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Date: Saturday, December 6, 2014 

Location: Don Newtown Taylor Ranch Community Center 

Time: 11:30 am - 1:30pm 

Luncheon Served from 12:00 noon until 12:30 pm  

Buffet Luncheon Menu provided by Outback Steakhouse 

Choice of BBQ Ribs, Steak Medallions, or Salmon, Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable and Rolls 

Members - Please bring a dessert to share! 

This annual luncheon is free of charge to members of TRNA only and is a time for fellowship along with a brief 

meeting sharing neighborhood association news . This invitation is extended to all immediate family residing at 

TRNA member’s address. Note: Reservations are required to attend, please send in form below. 

Holiday Basket Project  

We will be collecting non-perishable food items or toiletries at the door for our Annual 
Holiday Basket Project for Taylor Ranch families who are in need. Please be generous in 
giving to this worthwhile food drive! Boxes will be available at the door for your donations. 
Please contact us if you know a family in need this season! 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 25, 2014 

For any questions, contact Terri Spiak at 899-0898 or tspiak59@gmail.com  

Mail completed form to:  TRNA Holiday Luncheon 

c/o Terri Spiak 

7406 Santa Fe Trail NW 

Albuquerque, NM  

————————————————–——————————————————————-——————— 

Reservation Form – TRNA Members Only 
Deadline November 25, 2014 

We will attend the TRNA Holiday Buffet Luncheon on Saturday, December 6, 2014! 

 

Member Name: __________________________________________________ Phone #_________________________ 

 

Total Number of persons attending: ______  Number of Salmon Dinners:  ____ (No need to specify any other choices) 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE AND NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS!  
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Name: ____________________________________ Phone #: _______________ Date: __________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ E-mail address: _____________________ 

   

    I’m interested in  helping in the following areas of participation:        

       o Beautification     o Board of Directors          o Crime Prevention/Patrol             o Education 

       o Environment                 o  Land Use     o  Membership                              o Newsletter  

       o Parks & Recreation     o Social Activities    o Transportation/Traffic                 o Other _________________ 

 

Renewal Membership and New Member Rates.   

Resident:   o $18.00 (Thru Dec 2015)  o $34.00 (Thru Dec 2016)          o   $48.00 (Thru Dec 2017)    

Business:  o $50.00 (Thru Dec 2015)  o $90.00 (Thru Dec 2016)          o $125.00 (Thru Dec 2017)   

   Please mail this form with your check made out to TRNA to: 

   TRNA Membership, P. O. Box 66288, Albuquerque, NM 87193-6288 

 

(Already a member? Give this to a neighbor & get them to join!) 

TRNA Board of Directors and Other TRNA Contacts 

Join Us On Facebook!   Or check out the Web Site:  http://trna.org - ID: member   PW: 826trna 

 President: Jolene Wolfley……890-9414  president@trna.org 
 Vice-President: Dan Shaw  ............ 275-5984  vicepresident@trna.org 
 Secretary: Terri Spiak ..... 505-879-4995 secretary@trna.org 
 Treasurer: Hanna Sorrels ...... 294-7042 treasurer@trna.org 
 Director/Land Use:  René Horvath ....... 898-2114   land@trna.org  
  Director/Crime Prevention:    Art Retberg…………………...crimeprevention@trna.org 
                  Director at Large:   Mike Sullivan    ……………….  director.3@trna.org 
                 Director at Large:    Ray Shortridge……604-3908  director.2@ttna.org 
 Westside Coalition:     ............................................  wscn@trna.org  
 Social Committee: vacant …………………...…      social@trna.org        
 Patrol Coordinator :   Kathi Ingley ………..………..    patrol@trna.org 
       Facebook Administrator:  Wendy Dial ………  ………..    facebook@trna.org 

 Webmaster : Ray Shortridge……604-3908 webmaster@trna.org                 
 Newsletter Editor:   Rae Phillips….……899-1273   editor@trna.org 
            Newsletter Publisher:   Lily Andrews ......... 888-7575 xtecsinc@msn.com 
 Membership List Admin: Deborah Salvato ..................  memberdata@trna.org 

 November 2014 

To submit articles for this newsletter, or to place an ad, contact editor@trna.org.  The deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Nov 4 — Vote! 

Nov 12 — Board Meeting 

Nov 15 — Patrol Class 

Nov 15 — Celebrate 
Cranes at Open Space VC 

Nov 25 — Deadline for 
Holiday Luncheon signup 

Nov 27 — Thanksgiving 

Dec 3 — CPC Hearing on 
Santolina 



  Page 12 Mesa  Messenger November 2014  

 

 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 66288 
Albuquerque, NM 87193-6288 

Return Service Requested  

INSIDE:  
 

West Side Coalition 
Land Use Update 

President’s Message 

Holiday Luncheon 
Rummage Sale Success 

Important Dates 

Return of the Cranes 
Crime Prevention 

Membership Renewal 

“Our  mission is to promote, protect, and  improve the quality of life in Taylor Ranch”  

PRSTD STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Albuquerque, NM 

Permit # 734 

Look at the mailing label above the fold on this page.  

 If it says “Membership Expires December 2014!!”  ... 

then it is time for you to renew your membership.  Please fill out the renewal form on page 11 
and mail it in with your check.  Save money with a multiple year membership. If it doesn’t      

expire in 2014, then pass your newsletter on to a neighbor to get them to join! 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

We wish you all a happy family 
holiday with many blessings 


