
Monthly Board of Directors’ Meeting —October 11th—6:30-8:30 pm—TR Community Center 

responsible development of the escarpment.  In the past 
the development community took the money and left Al-
buquerque neighborhoods in a disastrous state. 

The APS bond issue passed. Let’s hope APS spends our 
money wisely.  I have gotten several inquiries as to the po-
tential split of APS into multiple districts.  I’m curious 
about what you think. Should the West Side form its own 
school district?  Let me know, at president@trna.org.  

Have you seen the new cameras at Coors and Montano?  I 
encourage everyone to pay close attention at this intersec-
tion as a red light ticket costs $100.00 and it shows up in 
the mail. So if you think you might not make the light 
don’t try to.  There is no sense in racing to the next red 
light and wasting all that money.  

I think that’s about it.  Till next time.  Brett 
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President’s Message 
Brett Lopez, President, TRNA 

Can you believe that fall is upon us?   It won’t be but a 
blink and the scary monsters of Halloween will be roam-
ing the streets in search of treats.  As many of you know 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur have just passed and 
the Taylor Ranch NA Holiday party is fast approaching.  
The reservation form is included in this newsletter.  
Please fill it out and return it as soon as you can, as seat-
ing is limited.  No last minute stuff this year please!  
Members and immediate family only. 

The fall rummage sale is scheduled for the 21st of Octo-
ber and promises to be a great event.  David, your Edu-
cation Director ,does a fabulous job.  Crafters and garage 
cleaners are encouraged to attend to get a jump on the 
Christmas season. 

TRNA has filed an appeal with Bernalillo County con-
cerning the potential 24 hour grocery store and commer-
cial development on the SW corner of Coors and La 
Orilla.  The appeal was filed due to the fact that this cor-
ner is an inappropriate location for this type of develop-
ment.  It will greatly impact the neighbors located in the 
immediate area.  The appeal hearing is scheduled for No-
vember 1st at 9am in the City/ County Chamber at 1 
Civic Plaza.  If you can attend to show solidarity that 
would be wonderful, as the County counts heads.  There 
is much more to this project than this space allows. Suf-
fice to say this project  blatantly attempted to circumvent 
process.  Shame on Tierra West, LLC. For more detail, 
see Renè’s Land Use column on page 2. 
The Volcano Heights Sector Plan was passed by the City 
Council recently.  I for one applaud those forward think-
ing individuals who worked on a Plan that requires 
schools, libraries parks and all the things a bedroom 
community requires to be somewhat self sustaining as 
opposed to just being a bunch of bedrooms with no in-
frastructure.  The plan in my opinion is not perfect and 
will require a watchful eye over the course of several 
years, but at least there is a map to successful and  

TRNA FLEA MARKET  
David Freedman, Director, TRNA 

Clean out your attics and garages or bring your arts and 
crafts.  Reserve your space today. You will need to provide 
your own tables and chairs. Food and refreshments will be 
available at the event. Proceeds from space fees and food 
sales will benefit the TRNA high school scholarship fund.  
Items may be donated to the TRNA table. The proceeds 
from this table will also benefit the scholarship fund. You 
may use the contact number below to arrange for pick up 
of donated items. 

Cost for TRNA Members: 
            Prepaid advance reservations fee  = $5.00                         

     Day of market = $10.00  
 Cost for those not TRNA Members:  
              Prepaid advance reservations fee = $10.00                      

                  Day of market = $15.00  

 To reserve: call 899-7681 or email education@trna.org. 

December is Renewal Time 
Check your mailing label to see when your membership 
expires. If it expires in December 2006, remember to re-
new in December.  Just $18 a year with multi-year dis-
counts.  See the form in the December issue. 



Page 2 Mesa  Messenger Oct. 2006 

 
Land Use Update   

René Horvath, Land Use Director 

.1.  La Orilla Plaza (at the S.W. corner of La Orilla and 
Coors):  On September 6, the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood 
Association filed an appeal on the La Orilla Plaza project 
with the County of Bernalillo.  The main concern is why a 
24-hour high use grocery store with a drive thru pharmacy 
should be built adjacent to existing residents, when we al-
ready have a Raley's and Walgreens nearby.  We are also 
concerned about the design and realignment of La Orilla at 
the Coors intersection and that adequate neighborhood 
consultation did not occur. 

County Staff, without a public hearing or testimony, ap-
proved the plan.   Since then, the County Development 
Review Board (CDRA) also approved replatting this site 
from 3 lots to 2 lots.  The TRNA voted to appeal the re-
platting of the lots. The goal is to take the steps needed to 
get this plan before the County Commissioners so the pub-
lic can express their concerns. 

A separate appeal was also filed by the owners of the prop-
erty on the north side of La Orilla.  Their appeal states that 
proper procedures were not followed in this process in re-
gards to the alignment of La Orilla and the approval of the 
replat.  A public hearing for the two appeals is set before 

the Board of Adjustment on Wednesday, November 1, 
2006 at 9:00 am at the City Council Chambers at One 
Civic Plaza. 

2.  Volcano Heights:  A 3,500 acre sector development 
plan for the mesa top was approved by the City Council on 
Sept. 6, 2006, after six public hearings.  The City Council 
hearing lasted approximately five hours.  Most of the dis-
cussion was on the amendments.  The Taylor Ranch 
Neighborhood Association Board voted to support the 
plan.  Several residents from Taylor Ranch attended the 
hearing to testify in favor of the sector development plan.   
TRNA had concerns about traffic, preservation, and 
schools, all of which were brought up at this, and prior 
hearings.   The TRNA Board decided that overall this plan 
addressed these issues. The plan provides the framework 
for a much-needed planned development, while trying to 
design things in such a way as to limit the impacts of devel-
opment and to help maintain a quality of life for the area.  
The Board also did not want to see the good ideas of the 
plan get watered down.   City Council voted 8 to 1 in favor 
of the plan. 

5.  Panda Express: The Environmental Planning Com-
mission (EPC) approved the 'site plan for building permit' 
for Panda Express on Thursday September 21st.  Ms. 

(Continued on page 4)     

Curious about your home value? 
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West Side Coalition Meeting Report 

Walt Sala, Director, WSC 

At the September 6th meeting, most of the usual reports 
were bypassed to give more time to the priority items such 
as school issues. This was the most raucous meeting that I 
have attended. The members were very vocal about the 
inactivity of the state school authority and APS bungling. 

Patricia Madrid, Attny. General, aided by her top assistant, 
explained the Zuni lawsuit: what it means and how it af-
fects the school money situation.  The lawsuit has to do 
with the Zuni Nation and Gallup, and their need for state 
funds for schools, as they do not have the necessary tax 
income to support their own schools. The local judge ruled 
that all school districts should have equal access to the nec-
essary money. 

Thereafter ,Education Secretary Veronica Garcia, Execu-
tive Director, Public Schools Facilities Authority, Robert 
Gorrell and Paula Tackett, Director, Legislative Council 
Services, explained the formula that has been developed to 
meet these conditions, etc. 

It was very complicated and the audience was not accept-
ing the whole shebang. As a matter of fact there was a lot 
of disbelief and confusion.  In fact, one of the ladies at my 
table banged on the table and shouted, “B…S....: all we get 
is a lot of conversation and no action. When are you peo-
ple going to do something besides talk and stall?” 

The information given indicated that the West Side was 
never even thought about or recognized, as if we didn’t 
exist. After this meeting I’m sure the brass in Santa Fe real-

izes that the West Side is a important part of Albuquerque 
and the state, and it is growing faster than any other area. It 
can have an powerful impact on state and city, if all the 
people on the west side vote and take control of their des-
tiny. 

Dr. Joe, in his e-mails, shook up County Commissioner 
Armijo regarding the La Orilla development, and the Com-
missioner showed up at the meeting. He had to have heard 
the anger of the attendees, as he disappeared shortly there-
after. We had asked to have the La Orilla development 
plan placed on the agenda and to have a vote on the 
WSCNA position on this matter.  Dr. Joe asked TRNA to 
make a motion; Brett Lopez made the motion; Dr. Joe 
talked about it and a vote was taken. WSCNA supports 
TRNA’s opposition to a big box grocery store at that site. 

Some of the state representatives were there and know that 
we, the West Side, are serious about school issues. City 
Counselors were not here but were at a special Wednesday 
night city council meeting where they passed the develop-
ment plan for Volcano Heights. We are going to get a 
thought-out plan that should help everyone on the West 
Side. 

The Police Department reported that over 200 crime ar-
rests were made last month, as well as 5000 citations were 
issued. They are doing a better job on the West Side than 
any other command. 

Respectfully submitted, Walt Sala, TRNA Board Member 
and representative to  WSCNA  

For more information, contact Walt Sala at 890-7035,  
wscn@trna.org 

Thinking of Selling your home or an investment property? 
If so, would you like to know the market value of your home so you can strategically price it to sell 
quickly? I would be happy to do a FREE “Comparative Market Analysis” for you. Call me for details!

 

Perhaps you are Buying and need the assistance of a Qualified Buyer Representative? 

Do you have a dream of moving into a larger home, maybe thinking of downsizing, or want an invest-
ment property? Whatever your Real Estate needs are, I look forward to helping you every step of the 
way. Coldwell Banker Legacy is a Full-Service Real Estate Company, ranked #1 in New Mexico and 
#4 worldwide with over $1.89 Billion in sales last year. Legacy Mortgage LLC is an "In-house" lender 
for Coldwell Banker Legacy Realtors and "On-site" at all CB Legacy offices. Stewart Title Company 
was the highest-ranking title insurance company on FORTUNE’s "America’s Most Admired Compa-
nies"; and is located in three of CB Legacy’s offices. GOT A DREAM ?  My “Dream Team” and I will 
make your dreams come true...Don’t make a move without us, Call me today!

 

                

We don’t just sell homes, we sell dreams…. 
      * A Comparative Market Analysis is solely for the purpose of determining approximate marketing value, not actual   value.  
            If you wish to know the actual value of your home please seek the services of a licensed Appraiser. 

Gina Black – Realtor® 
8200 Carmel Ave. NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87122 

Mobile: (505) 507-2886 
www.reginablack.com 

www.ginasellsabqhomes.com 

http://www.reginablack.com
http://www.ginasellsabqhomes.com
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Lehner, City planner, had asked them to clean up a few 
items in their plans before the EPC hearing to conform to 
the Bosque Plaza design standards. The design standards, 
which were approved last July, limited the number of drive 
through restaurants to two: Dairy Queen and Panda Ex-
press.  (Note: There is still the potential for a drive through 
financial institution, which is permissible under the current 
zoning.  But so far there are no plans to build one.)  There 
is a limitation on the number of signs each business can 
have.  The architecture also has to blend in with the exist-
ing Riverside Plaza.  Views are to be preserved, landscap-
ing will be 80% vegetation, no cell towers will be allowed, 
and the Bon Tierra trail will connect Bosque Plaza to Riv-
erside Plaza.   

The Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association supported 
the design standards and a representative from TRNA was 
at the EPC to agree with approval of Panda Express as 
long as it conformed to the Bosque Plaza design standards.  
Several EPC members expressed they were glad they were 
finished with this project after a year of hearings.  They 
thanked TRNA and other neighborhood associations for 
all their hard work on this project.   

6.  Coors Corridor Plan update:  A meeting to look at a 
revised draft will be held in October or November.  They 
are focusing on view preservation, pedestrian connections, 
and aesthetics along Coors.  If you want to make com-
ments on this update, contact Juanita Garcia, City planner, 
at 924-3349 or juanitagarcia@cabq.gov 

7.  Andalucia at La Luz:  Consensus Planning has re-
cently submitted a 'Site Development Plan for building 
permit' and an amendment to the 'site development plan 
for subdivision' to the EPC for phase four of Andalucia.   
This is the last phase for the Andalucia housing develop-
ment. The plan includes 59 residential lots between La Luz 
and Coors Blvd.  According to the plan it will be a gated 
community.  The first row of houses along Coors will be 
single story.  Two story homes are planned for the second 
row and three view corridors providing views towards the 
mountains will be at: the San Antonio Arroyo, Seville Ave, 
and the northern boundary of the project.  La Luz has al-
ready asked that the project be deferred from the October 
EPC date.   There is interest in having a facilitated meet-
ing.  No date has been set.   

8. NPS Trails:  The National Park Service concluded 
their four fieldtrips, which they held at various locations of 
the Monument to get neighborhood input on a trail system 
within the Monument. They plan to have a follow up 
meeting.  They also said they would be happy to meet with 
any organization to discuss their trail plans.  You can give  

8. comments to the National Park Service regarding 
Petroglyph trails and visitor use by writing to: 

Petrogylph National Monument 
6001 Unser Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87120 
899-0205 

9.  Cell Phone tower:  T- Mobile and ALLTEL plan to 
construct a 75 ft. pine tree concealed cell tower at Our 
Lady of Savior Church, on 4301 Artrisco Rd.  These plans 
have already been approved.  City Councilor, Don Harris, 
is planning to introduce legislation on cell tower designs or 
concealment to make cell towers more attractive.  A task 
force is forming to discuss the different options to conceal 
cell towers.  If anyone is interested in being a part of this 
discussion let me know. 
10.  Auto Body Shop:  A facilitated meeting is being ar-
ranged to discuss the proposal to build an auto body shop 
at Western Trails and Unser.  No date has been set.  An 
initial meeting was held on June 26th 2006. There should 
be more information on their plan at the next meeting.  If 
anyone is interested, please call me to get the time and 
place for the meeting.  
For more in- formation,  contact me at 898-2114 or 

land@trna.org 

(Land Use, Continued from page 2) 

 

Beautification News 
Don MacCornack, Director, Beautification, TRNA 

The median landscaping on Golf Course should be com-
ing very soon. According to Michael Cadigan, the median 
landscaping will follow after the completion of the Paseo 
extension. But at $300,000 per mile for median landscap-
ing, the project may be done in phases.  

On September 23rd TRNA held its monthly Mariposa 
Basin Park cleanup. The September heroes are Diane, Lily 
Andrews, Dwane Lane, and Lynn MacCornack. As you 
can see the number of people volunteering for this com-
munity project is low, which makes these individuals 
community heroes for their willingness to give up some 
of their precious free time for this community project. 
Please thank them. 

Our next park cleanup is scheduled for October 14th at 
9:00 am at the Mariposa Basin Park entrance. Trash bags 
and gloves will be provided. This park is used by many in 
our community, so we need to keep it beautiful. Please 
come out and make some new friends. 

No cleanups will be scheduled for November and De-
cember, so if you all come out to help October 14th, we’ll 
be able to do a thorough fall cleaning to last until 2007!  If 
anyone has any comments, please email me at beautifica-
tion@trna.org  
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T R NA A n n u a l H o l i d a y L u n c h e o n 

S a t u r d a y De c e m b e r 9 t h 2 0 0 6  

11:00 Noon till 1:00 pm 

Taylor Ranch Community Center 

Taylor Ranch Road and Kachina 

                  

A delicious meal will be promptly served at 11:15, followed by the annual meeting,  door prizes, and Santa with his gifts 
for the children. 

Please bring a dessert to share, TRNA members make great desserts! 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items or toiletries for our annual holiday basket project for Taylor Ranch 
families in need. In the past TRNA members have been very generous to the Food Baskets. Boxes will be available at 
the door for your donation. 

Reservations are required, so please send in your reservation now.  Must be received by no later than November 18th. 
Please note this event  is for TRNA Members ONLY. There is no charge for the lunch or the children’s gifts. 

The menu is still being determined.  Reserve your place now and more information will follow!   

*****************************************************************************************************************

Reservation Form 
We will attend the Holiday Party on Saturday, December 9! We will bring a dessert to share and a non-perishable food 
for the needy in the area. 

Member Name:      ___________________________________________________   Phone:_________________  

# of adults____________    # of children_____________  (TRNA Members only, thank you) 

             For children's gifts (up through fifth grade) please list age of each child. 

              Girls' age(s)  _____   ______  _____   _______         Boys' age(s) _____    ______     _____      _____   
         

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Mail this form to TRNA Holiday Party, c/o Brett Lopez,  4815 Northern Tr NW,  Albuquerque, NM , 87120 

**** There is limited space, so do it NOW **** 

Your reservation must be received not later than by November 18th. Any questions, contact Brett Lopez, 505-839-
4805 or June  Newman at 505-898-5447  
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Government Phone Numbers 

Police/fire/Rescue (Emergency)   911 

Albuquerque Police Department 
Abandoned Cars Hotline   311 
Crime Prevention    924-3600 
Police (non-emergency)   242-2677 
Westside (6404 Los Volcanes NW) 831-4705 
Meth Alert Tip Hotline    764-6384 
Records     768-2020 

ABQ RIDE (Transit Department} 
Ridepool, Suntran Information (Bus), Sunvan 
 Information (Handicapped)   243-7433 
Parking Enforcement    924-3950 

Bernalillo County 
County Assessor (Property Ownership) 222-3700 
County Clerk (Voter Registration)  768-4090 
County Clerk (Covenant Information)  768-4039 
Sheriff's Department (non-emergency)  798-7000 

Citizen Contact Center                     311 

Crime Stoppers              843-7867 

Environmental Health Department 
Air Quality Info. Line (Air/Pollen updates) 768-4731 
Animal Control (Westside)  311 
Burn/No Burn Advisory   768-2876 
Vehicle Pollution (Emissions/Pollution)   764-1110 

Fire Department 
Fire (Non-Emergency/ Illegal Fireworks)  833-7390 
Fire Marshal's Office 764-6300 

Gas Leaks/24 hr.        246-5700 

Mayor's/CAO's Office       768-3000 

Municipal Development Department 
Barricades     924-3400 
Pothole Repair     857-8025 
Sidewalk Obstructions   857-8689 
Street Maintenance (8-5)   857-8025 
Trees (Obstructing View} and   857-8689 
  Traffic Information 

Parks and Recreation Department 
Open Space General Information   452-5200 
Reservation for Parks    311 
Lights, Park Maintenance, Vandalism  857-8650 

Planning Department 
Dumping on Vacant Lots   924-3850 
Housing Code Enforcement   924- 3450 
Inoperable Vehicles on Private Property  924- 3850 
Weed & litter Complaints   924-3850 
 (Private Property/Vacant Lots Only}    
Zoning Violations 924-3850  
Poison & Drug Information    272-2222  

Solid Waste Management Department 
Information Line for Convenience Centers                761-8300 

Don Reservoir Convenience Center               836-8757 
Eagle Rock Convenience Center  857-8318 
Montessa Park Convenience Center                873-6607 

Garbage Collection Problems                 761-8100 
Graffiti Removal Services/24 hr.               768-4725 
Illegal Dumping/littering                768-3867 
Keep Albuquerque Beautiful (KAB}               761-8334 
Residential Large Item Pick Up                 761-8370 
Recycling Information                  761-8100 
Weed & litter Complaints                 857-8060 
 (Major Streets/Medians Only}     
Streetlights Out/Down Power lines          246-5700 

Water Utility Department 
Cockroach Hotline    873-7009 
Customer Service (billing}   768-2800 
Emergencies (water, sewer}   857-8250 
Wasted Water Hotline   768- 3640 
Water Conservation    768-3655 

News Notes 
Cibolla High School: The Horatio Alger Association 
Scholarship provides financial assistance to students 
throughout the nation who have financial need and have 
exhibited integrity and perseverance in overcoming per-
sonal adversity.  Scholarship criteria also include high 
school graduation in spring/summer of 2007, commitment 
to pursue a bachelor's degree, and United States citizen-
ship or permanent residency.  The scholarships are given 
to deserving students each year and range in award value 
from $2,500 to $20,000.  Apply online at 
www.horatioalger.com/ scholarships  Students may apply 
beginning June 1 - October 30, 2006.   See Mrs. Brummell 
in the counseling office for a copy of the application infor-
mation.  

APD:  The Albuquerque Police Department would like to 
thank the Westside residents for all their assistance in 
fighting crime this summer. As the Westside Burglary Task 
Force concludes its operations, it has determined that the 
officers and detectives made more than 150 arrests over 
the summer. Successes include the reduction of auto bur-
glaries in the Gibson and Unser area by better than 90%, 
and residential burglaries by 50%. Again, thank all of you 
for your support. 

APD Crime Bulletin: The Cottonwood Shopping Center 
and surrounding restaurants and businesses have experi-
enced an increase in auto burglaries, with restaurants see-
ing the most activity. Two 20 year old  hispanic males driv-
ing a red jeep with UNM plates was involved in at least 
one incident. Active days are Tuesday and Thursday, 
active times are 10am to 12pm and 8pm to 10pm. 

http://www.horatioalger.com/scholarships
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Editor Needed 
TRNA needs a backup editor for 
this newsletter. If you know (or or 
willing to learn) how to use Pub-
lisher  please contact Ceil van 
Berkel, secretary@trna.org 899-
2738.     

TRNA Website 
Remember to check out our web-
site at trna.org.  To access  the 
members- only pages, the  user-
name is member and password is 
5trna4 

Our mission is to 
Promote, Preserve, and 
Improve the quality of 
life in Taylor Ranch. 

TRNA Board of Directors and Other TRNA Contacts 

Send your items of community interest to the Mesa Messenger! Submissions must be received by the 18th of the 
month. Digital media preferred (email) / Please include author and phone number / Include SASE for photo returns. TRNA 
reserves the right to edit or reject submissions. Copyrighted material requires written permission.   

 

President: Brett Lopez…………..839-4805 president@trna.org  
Vice-President: Don MacCornack ...... 897-1593 vicepresident@trna.org  

Secretary: Ceil van Berkel .......... 899-2738 secretary@trna.org  
Treasurer: Hanna Sorrells …….. 294-7042   treasurer@trna.org  

Director/ Zoning, Social.: Brett Lopez  .............. 839-4805 zoning@trna.org  
Director: vacant               

Director/Gov Affairs: Don Newton .............. 898-2185 government@trna.org  
Director//Land Use:  René Horvath…….….898-2114   land@trna.org  

Director/WSC: Walter Sala:  ............ 890-7035 wscn@trna.org  
Director/Education: David Freeman ……...899-7681   education@trna.org  

Director: vacant….……………..  
Director: vacant ......................................  

Historian: Fred van Berkel......... 899-2738 historian@trna.org  
Membership Chair: Susan Sisson ............ 897-4684 membership@trna.org  

Web Site: vacant ...................................... webmaster@trna.org 
                     Newsletter: editor:     vacant……………………………  editor@trna.org 

Newsletter Email Address:  editor@trna.org Web Site  http://trna.org/ 

Oct  2006 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association Membership Registration  
Name: _____________________________________________ Phone #: _______________ Date: ____________ 
Address: ___________________________________________ E-mail address:  ___________________________ 

I’m interested in the following:      Active Participation   Sustaining Member (Newsletter Only)   

             Beautification   Board of Directors   Calling   Community Center 

       Crime Prevention   Education    Environment   Membership 

             Newsletter    Parks & Recreation   Social Activities  Traffic  

       Land Use/ Transportation  Zoning    Youth Committee  Other ___________________  

Please pass this form on to a neighbor!   
Call Susan at 897-4684 if you have questions or need more information.    

New Members — Enclose a  check made out to TRNA in the amount of: 
Resident:   $27.00 (Thru Dec 2007)  $34.00 (Thru Dec 2008)           $48.00 (Thru Dec 2009) 
Business:   $75.00 (Thru Dec 2007)  $90.00 (Thru Dec 2008)         $125.00 (Thru Dec 2009) 

      

H ave a safe and happy H alloween 

    Taylor Ranch License Plates  
Once upon a time, the developers of Taylor Ranch gave new home owners a Tay-
lor Ranch license plate as part of the closing.  In response to popular demand, 
TRNA has reissued these plates with the original brown and gold design.  They 
are available at the Community Center. $10.00 for one plate, $15.00 for two 
plates. Proceeds to benefit the TRNA scholarship program. You may also contact 
Ceil van Berkel, 899-2738, secretary@trna.org. 

http://trna.org/
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Inside This Issue: 

Thank you, Digitech Office Equipment ! 

Mark your Calendars! 
October 14th:  Mariposa Basin Park Clean-up (see p.4) 

October 21st:   Fall Flea Market (see p.1) 

December 9th: Holiday Luncheon (registration form p.5)  

TRNA members Lily and Michael Andrews, through their company Digitech, have donated their time and equipment 
to print our newsletters for over two years.  Thanks to their generosity we will be able to offer two cash scholarships 
for Taylor Ranch high school seniors again this year.  Applications will be due in March.  More details will be available 
in the December Newsletter. 


