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Our Mission: Promote, protect, and improve the quality of life in Taylor Ranch 

 

Annual TRNA Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, March 15 6:30 PM 

   

The Annual Meeting of Members will take place on 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017.  The meeting will be 

in Meeting Room A at the Don Newtown Taylor 

Ranch Community Center, beginning at 6:30pm.   

At this meeting, there are three important items of 

business to conduct, and attendance by our 

members is essential, so please plan to attend. 

1. Elections are held to fill current and vacant 

board of director positions. 

2. Review and voting on the proposed budget 

for the upcoming fiscal year FY18 April 1, 

2017 to March 31, 2018. 

3. Scholarship contest winners will be 

presented two $750.00 scholarship awards to 

deserving high school seniors who reside in 

the Taylor Ranch neighborhood.   

In a rapidly changing and busy world, 

participation and membership in your local 

neighborhood association can help keep your 

family informed on important issues in our 

community Albuquerque’s west side.  Some 

examples are land use development and upcoming 

planned city projects. 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND! 

 

 

 
 

 
TRNA Board Members to Be Elected at March 15th 

Annual General Membership Meeting 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association’s general 

membership elects nine board members for two year 

terms. Five board members are elected in even number 

years and four board members in odd number years. The 

board then meets in April and elects the officers of the 

Association from the board members. No officer can serve 

in the same position for more than two consecutive years. 

This year, 2017, there are five TRNA board openings. 

Four terms are ending (Mike Sullivan, Terri Spiak, Brian 

Cockrum, and Diana Shea) and one positions is open 

because of board member Dan Shaw stepping down early.   

Mike Sullivan is also stepping down, leaving another 

position vacant.  We thank them for their service! 

2017 Proposed Slate for Board Members: 

 Terri Spiak 

 Diana Shea 

 Brian Cockrum 

 Needed:  One nomination from the floor to fill a 

one year term (email President@trna.org) 

 Needed:  One nomination from the floor to fill a 

two-year term (email President@trna.org) 

Serving on the TRNA board of directors involves attending 

monthly meetings, which are normally held the second 

Wednesday of each month in Meeting Room A at the 

community center.  In addition to “at large” directors, we 

have committees that currently need leaders.  These 

committees include:  Crime Prevention, Crime Patrol, 

Historian, and Newsletter Editor.  Please consider joining 

the TRNA board of directors!   

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association 

Annual Meeting 

 
Wednesday 15 March 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

 

 

Don Newton Taylor Ranch Community Center 

4900 Kachina St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120 



 
 

NEEDED:  TRNA HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!! 
 

TRNA SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE MARCH 1, 2017 
 

All high school seniors who reside within the TRNA 
boundary area (stated on the attached application) are 
eligible to apply for one of the two yearly scholarships 
TRNA awards each year.   
 
Even if a student attends private school, a charter school, 
or is home-schooled, providing the residence 
requirement is met, students may apply for the 
scholarship. 
 
There is still plenty of time to apply.  So, put your thinking 
cap on!  Find a senior in Taylor Ranch!  Talk about the 
scholarship program with your friends and neighbors!  
The application is enclosed here and can also be emailed 
by sending a request to trnaeducation@gmail.com.   
 
Good luck!  Remember, the deadline is March 1, 2017!   
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS! 
 
If you have recently renewed or joined 
TRNA, THANK YOU!  Please check your 
label to see if you need to renew this year.  
And, if you’ve let your membership lapse, 
now is a good time to rejoin!   
 
Members can 1) Send in the attached form 
with payment, or 2) go to www.trna.org, 
download the membership form and then 
pay with your credit card using the PayPal 
link.  You may also mail a check payment. 
 

 
 

 
CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS 

 
President, Terri Spiak 
president@trna.org 
 
Vice President, Catherine Trujillo 
vicepresident@trna.org 
 
Secretary, Dan Shaw 
secretary@trna.org 
 
Treasurer (Vacant) 
treasurer@trna.org 
 
Land Use Director, Rene’ Horvath 
land@trna.org 
 
Director At Large, Mike Sullivan 
director1@trna.org 

 
Director At Large, Diana Shea 
director2@trna.org 
 
Director At Large, Brian Cockrum 
director3@trna.org 
 
Membership Director, Jay Dinerstein 
membership@trna.org 
 
Social/Safety Director, Catherine Trujillo 
social@trna.org 
 
Education Director, Terri Spiak 
education@trna.org 
 
Facebook Administrator, Wendy Dial 
facebook@trna.org 
 
Webmaster, Catherine Trujillo 
webmaster@trna.org 
 
Government Affairs, Jolene Wolfley 
govtaffairs@trna.org 
 
Beautification, Jolene Wolfley 
beautification@trna.org 
 
Membership Database, Deborah Salvato 
memberdata@trna.org 
 

PLEASE CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER IF 
YOU HAVE QUESTIONS! 
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President’s Message 

By 

Terri Spiak 

 
I want to share with you how I came to be 
involved with Taylor Ranch Neighborhood 
Association.  There are two reasons for this:  
To honor long-time members who encouraged 
me and to demonstrate that each one of you 
have the potential to be actively involved in 
our efforts to “Promote, Protect, and Improve 
the Quality of Life in Taylor Ranch”. 
 
After moving here in August of 2009, and with 
no previous history of civic involvement in any 
city I had ever lived in, I responded to a 
message on the TRNA sign board along 
Montano regarding the upcoming meeting in 
March of 2010.  I decided to go, attended 
alone, and didn’t know a single soul …until I 
got there. 
 
I walked in the door to be greeted 
enthusiastically by June Newman, who 
grabbed my arm and led me to the 
refreshment table and started asking 
questions.  For anyone who knew June (and I 

know that is many of you) this can’t be a surprise.  
I was entered in the door  
prize drawing and then cruised the room a 
little.  Dave Waters, president at that time, 
approached me and asked about my family, 
what I did for a living, and what brought me to 
the meeting. 
 
Before the end of the evening June drew my 
name for a door prize, a crystal vase, and I was 
exploring the possibility of joining the board 
after learning from Dave Waters that TRNA 
needed a board member and new treasurer.  
Having 30 years of experience as a 
bookkeeper, and finding myself a stay at home 
mom for the first time in seven years, I thought 
this would be a good way to get to know 
neighbors and my community, and serve the 
organization. 
 
June Newman and her husband Ken gave 
countless hours of service, spearheading 
activities from the Easter Egg Hunt to the 
Holiday Luncheon to the Scholarship Flea 
Market.  I can’t hold a candle to their great 
contributions to TRNA, but I can proudly say 
that I have enjoyed being part of the teams 
that put together the holiday and flea market 
events! 
 
What does this mean to you?  Well, I hope you 
will take away a sense of belonging to this 
great community of Taylor Ranch.  And I hope 
you might consider serving with our team on 
the board of directors, or saying “YES!” to 
opportunities to volunteer during our events.   
I was just one person, who attended one 
meeting, knew no one.  If I can do it, so can 
you!  We need you! 
 
 

 

 

Save the Date!  Upcoming Events! 
 

Great American Clean Up Day – Earth Day –  

April 22 8 am – Noon / beautification@trna.org 

 

TRNA/Outback Steakhouse Joint Community 

Project –St. Martin’s Hospitality Center –  
April 4 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm / president@trna.org  

 

 

Scholarship Flea Market – Held at Cross of 

Hope Church parking lot 

May 13 7 am – Noon / trnaeducation@gmail.com 

 

Volunteers needed!! 
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Agenda-Annual Meeting 

6:30pm – Call to order – Scholarships 

6:50pm – Business Partners Recognition 

7:10pm – Present/Vote on Budget 

7:20pm – Election of Directors 

7:30pm – Brief Land Use Presentation 

7:40pm – Crime Prevention – APD 

8:00pm – City & County Officials 

8:30pm – Adjourn 

 

Proposed Budget 2017/2018 (FY18) 

Income: 

Advertising ....................................................... $200 

Education Flea Market .................................. $1,500 

Donations-Undesignated ................................... $50 

Membership Dues......................................... $2,000 

 

In-Kind-TR Self Storage Unit ........................ $1,320 

 

Total Income ............................................... $5,070 

 

Expenses: 
 
Administrative .................................................. $100 

Advertising-TRNA ............................................ $350 

Bank Charges .................................................... $40 

Citizen Patrol ..................................................... $75 

Dues (West Side Coalition) ................................ $20 

Education-Flea Market Concession ................. $100 

Education-Scholarship Payments ................. $2,250 

Insurance ......................................................... $875 

Land Use Misc. ................................................ $200 

Membership ..................................................... $100 

Newsletter & Communication 

     Postage ...................................................... $300 

     Paper/Labels .............................................. $100 

Post Office Box Rent ....................................... $110 

President’s Discretionary Fund ........................ $100 

Social Committee 

     Holiday Luncheon & General Mtgs. ............. $900 

     TRNA Events & Other ................................. $300 

Storage Unit Misc. ............................................. $50 

Website ........................................................... $500 

 

In-Kind-TR Self Storage Unit ........................ $1,320 

 

Total Expenses ........................................... $7,790 

 

Net Difference (Budget deficit) ................. ($2,720) 

 

 

 

 
Newsletter printing supplied by: 

 
Commercial Services 24/7 

Stephen H. Spiak 507-7692 License #388876 
 

 

Committees – Another reason TRNA 

needs member participation! 

 
This coming year we will be working on reviewing on the 

TRNA bylaws.  Bylaws call for non-board members to sit 

on the committee.  The committee should have at least 

three members or more, and the number of non-board 

members must exceed the number of board members on 

the committee.  Therefore, to review and recommend 

revisions to the bylaws, the first step is to form a 

committee and find non-board members who are willing 

to serve and meet a few times during the next fiscal year. 

If you are interested in serving on this important 

committee, please contact by sending an email to: 

president@trna.org  

 

Mark W. Johnson, DDS, Inc. 
 

5115 Coors Blvd. NW, Suite F 

Located in the Mirador Shopping Plaza 

Albuquerque, NM  87120 

 

Telephone for an appointment today! 

505.922.9511 

 

 

Website: 

www.https://markwjohnsondds.com/ 
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TRNA Land Use Update - February 8

th
, 2017 

 

1) ABC- Z Comp Plan/ City Council hearings- January 4th & 18th / deferred to March 6th: 
So far, the ABC-Z Comp Plan has gone through three EPC hearings- last summer, two LUPZ hearings before 
Christmas, and two City Council hearings in January.     The Neighborhoods expressed numerous concerns and 
general lack of support over the ABC-Z plans.   Here are the issues: 
 

1) Homogenizing current plans into one ABC-Z Comp plan, a one size fits all approach, will not do the job to preserve the 

character of the community or protect its assets. 

2) The goal is to streamline the approval process by relying on plan checkers to review and approve site plans. 

3) This reduces the role of the EPC and neighborhood participation which has been helpful in maintaining quality 

development, and preserving community assets.   

4) The Comp plan is promoting a more compact city with higher apartment densities, less parking, especially along transit 

corridors and commercial areas in the City. 

5) The IDO zoning shows densities at 30/50/75/125 dwelling units per acre.   

6) Once the Comp Plan and the IDO are approved, the Area and Sector plans will be eliminated. This puts neighborhoods 

at risk for undesirable development. 

7) NAIOP and the commercial real estate community support the plan, because it streamlines the planning process, and 

brings economic development to Albuquerque.  

8) The Downtown Historic Neighborhoods are concerned for their historic districts, and gentrification.  

9) The North Valley and the Westside Neighborhoods have relied on their Area/ /Sector Plans to ensure quality 

development for their neighborhoods.  They are not convinced this is a better plan.    

10)  Why rush?  There should be buy-in from the communities before it is approved.  

Thus, the City Council deferred the Comp Plan to March 6th.  The IDO has been moved to April 6th for EPC 
review.  This gives a little more time to review and understand the changes. 
 

2) Guardian storage/ EPC approves January 12th:   

The EPC voted to approve the Guardian storage on January the 12th.  The Neighborhoods and the applicant 
reached an agreement on several issues. The agreement between the applicant and the Neighborhoods limits the 
building height to 26 ft. to accommodate a two-story building.  This decision will improve the looks of the massive 
building and add more architectural features.   The Las Casitas Neighborhood wanted to make sure that Winter 
Haven road would not be connected to La Orilla to avoid cut through traffic to La Orilla.  This issue had been 
resolved with the approval of the 2006 Bosque Plaza site plan.  Both parties agreed to honor that decision. The EPC 
voted to approve the storage facility based on the conditions all parties agreed to. It will still have to come back for 
site plan review for the building permit. 
 

3) Quanz Auto Care/ ZHE reviews sign variance request / January 17th:  

Quanz Auto Care, located on Paseo del Norte and Eagle Ranch Rd, requested a variance to install a 26-ft. high pole 
sign with a 150-sq. ft. LED sign to advertise on.   The 1993 site plan for the Quanz site, allows an 8-ft. high /75 sq. ft. 

monument sign.   There was a facilitated meeting that took place November 3rd at the Taylor Ranch Community 
Center.   Residents living nearby Quanz Auto care, members from the Rancho Sereno Neighborhood Association 
and TRNA attended the facilitated meeting.  Quanz expressed that the 1993 site plan was too restrictive, restricting 
him to a 75-sq. ft. monument sign.  The meeting participants did not support the variance request. They felt the sign 
would be too large and too bright with an LED sign. The Zoning Hearing took place on January 17. One resident 
testified in support based on the conditions they agreed to with Mr. Quanz.  Two TRNA representatives testified that 
the TRNA Board did not support the variance request. The 1993 plan findings and conditions were placed on that 
site for a reason.  Fifteen days later, ZHE reached a decision to deny the variance request to increase the size and 
height of the sign   



 
 

Land Use…Continued 

.4) La Orilla Estates/ requests 3 more amendments/ January 4th CPC Hearing:  
The developer for the Flix Brew House requested three more amendments to the shopping center.  The County 

Planning Commission reviewed those amendments on January 4th.  Below are the three amendments requested: 
 
a) Signage: Request to increase the size of the building mounted signs on the smaller buildings to meet City 

standards.  

b) Increase Square footage for Building (A), from 7200 sf to 8804 sf: to accommodate a Child Care center.  

Note: Building (A), is designated to be a restaurant with full service liquor.  

Cell Tower: An amendment to allow an additional 15 ft. height to the top of the Flix building to accommodate a 

concealed cell tower, which gives a total building height of 70 ft.  Alban Hills, Rio Oeste & Taylor Ranch 

Neighborhoods attended the hearing.  All three Associations objected to the cell tower request.   TRNA and Alban 

Hills had concerns in adding more square footage to building (A).   TRNA said the signage needs to follow the Coors 

Corridor Plan.  The Neighborhoods were all concerned about the parking situation.  The parking lot is overflowing 

and spilling out onto La Orilla road, yet the applicant continues to ask for more square footage to add to the 

buildings.   The Rio Oeste neighborhood raised the issue of lack of privacy their residents are now facing as movie-

goers can see into their backyards when they park and the car lights shine into their back windows at night.   There 

are also drainage issues that affects the Rio Oeste Neighborhood.   Alban Hills said the Flix building is 10 ft. higher 

than it was supposed to be and traffic is now cutting through Alban Hills to escape the traffic congestion at the La 

Orilla/Coors intersection.    

The CPC questioned the applicant about these issues.  The applicant said they would add more landscaping along 

the subdivision wall for privacy.  The parking and the drainage situation would get better once the construction is 

over.   They want more square footage to accommodate a child care center but they still want to keep their zoning 

for a full-service liquor/restaurant.  They withdrew the cell tower request.   The CPC ultimately approved all three 

requests.   Alban Hills and TRNA appealed the CPC decision and are currently working on agreements with the 

County and the applicant.  





 

2017 TRNA Scholarship Application 
 

Application Deadline:  March 1, 2017 

 

Applicants for the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association $750 Scholarship must meet 
all four of the following criteria: 

 

1) Reside within boundaries of the Association: north/south boundaries: Paseo Del Norte 
and Western Trail; east/west boundaries: Rio Grande (river) and West Mesa Petroglyph 
Escarpment – those residing outside of boundaries will be rejected.  Addresses are verified. 

2) Submit this completed Scholarship Application form and two (2) letters of 
recommendation, postmarked no later than March 1, 2017, to the address at the bottom of 
this form.  Letters of recommendation must be dated and signed and sent directly to TRNA. 

3) Demonstrate community involvement and service through school-wide and 
extracurricular activities, and/or other organizations.  Note – Scoring of this portion is 
important.  Details, dates, and writing a good narrative matters.  Community service within 
the TRNA neighborhood area is scored higher than school or other activities.   

4) Enroll at a college, university, or post-secondary school, including certificate programs or trade 
programs, for fall 2017.  If you are not enrolling in fall 2017 you must include a narrative of the 
reason post-high school education is deferred later than the requirement and the anticipated 
date of enrollment in a qualified program.  Failure to meet this requirement may forfeit an 
award. 

 
Scholarship awards will be paid and presented to the school business office or 
bookstore of the selected students’ choice.   
 

Please note:  Late applications will not be accepted. 
Applications and reference letters must be postmarked on or before  

March 1, 2017. 

 
Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120                          Telephone Number(s)____________________ 
 

Is your family a member of TRNA?  Yes         No (Membership is not required) 
 

High School________________________________________________________ 
Applicant may attend any high school if residency requirement is met. (Applicant must reside within TRNA 
boundaries). 



 

Cumulative GPA (Including Fall 2016) _________ (Note GPA of 4.0 is the highest scored) 

 

 

NOTE: The two TRNA Scholarships, the TRNA Newman Scholarship and the TRNA van Berkel 
Scholarship, are named for Ken and June Newman, and Fred and Joyce van Berkel.  These 
individuals have been long-time members in the Taylor Ranch community, advocating for our 
neighborhood in many ways including land use, advocacy, fun events such as the Easter Egg Hunt, 
and working on the Flea Market fundraiser for the scholarships.  Since the early days of the 
association, they volunteered time and energy to the association.  Both families are perfect models 
for citizenship.  We hope that families and young people take an interest in Taylor Ranch and look 
for ways to actively serve the community! 

 

Please describe your extra-curricular activities and community involvement- list here and 
attach written narrative in more detail: 
 

 

 

 

 
Applicant:  You must attach one additional page minimum describing in detail your 
accomplishments, pertinent activities and community involvement. 

 

You must also provide TWO letters of recommendation to complete your 
application.  The letters should be provided by people who know you well, either 
from school, the community or activities.  The two letters should not originate 
from the same source (i.e.:  both from school or activity).  Reference letters may 
not be written by family members.  The reference letters should be provided by 
people who know you well, and can speak to your character, qualifications, skills, 
strengths, activities, or any other characteristics that make you a great  candidate 
for the TRNA scholarship.  Letters should be on letterhead and be signed by the 
author. 
 
Recommendation letters must be mailed separately, but the same deadline applies:  Letters 
of recommendation must be postmarked by the March 1, 2017 deadline.   
 
My signature affirms that all information on this form is true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge.   I consent to the release of information concerning my application to the Taylor Ranch 
Neighborhood Association Scholarship Committee. 
 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Date_____________________________ 
Mail completed application to:  TRNA Scholarship Application, P. O. Box 66288, Albuquerque, NM  87193-6288 



 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association 
Membership Application or Renewal 

 

Date:  (Circle One)     New Renewal 

Name(s):                              Phone #:      

  

Street Address    

City/State/Zip_____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number: _______________________________________________________ 

E-mail:          

  I’m interested in helping in the following areas of participation:                                          

 Beautification   Board of Directors   Crime Prevention   Education 
  Environment   Land Use   Membership   Newsletter 
  Parks & Recreation   Social Activities   Transportation/Traffic    

 

Renewal Membership and New Member Rates: 

__________ $18.00 (2018) 

__________ $34.00 (2018 & 2019) 

__________ $48.00 (2018, 2019, & 2020) 

Already a member? Pass this along to a neighbor and encourage them to join! 

MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND SEND WITH CHECK TO: 

TAYLOR RANCH NA 

P O BOX 66288 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM  87193-6288 
  



 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association  

A digital newsletter will be sent to you. 

To join the online newsletter please send a request to: 

trnaevents@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESA MESSENGER 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc 

PO Box 66288 

Albuquerque, NM 87193-6288 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Members, please renew today! 

Invite your neighbors to join TRNA! 

 


