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Public Meeting for the Proposed 

Unser Boulevard and Paseo del Norte 
Widening Projects 

CN A300304, A300305, A300261, A300262 
 

The City of Albuquerque, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the New Mexico 
Department of Transportation (NMDOT), are hosting opportunities for public involvement to discuss proposed 
improvements to Unser Boulevard and Paseo del Norte Boulevard to alleviate congestion, improve safety and 
to provide multi-modal opportunities. Project team members will present the overall design to widen the facilities 
into four-lane roadways including bicycle/pedestrian amenities, storm drain improvements, and lighting, as well 
as the first priority project. 

 

The purpose of the meetings is to present the project purpose and need, proposed improvements, funding, 
and the project schedule. The public is invited to attend the Open House anytime during the hours of 10AM to 
5PM on the 12th.  The more formal meetings on the 19th will include a presentation followed by a public 
comment/question-and-answer period. 

 

MEETING DATES AND LOCATION 
 

October 12, 2022: 10:00am to 5:00pm Public Open House 
October 19, 2022: Noon to 2:00pm and 5:30 to 7:30pm Public Information Meetings 

Don Newton-Taylor Ranch Community Center 
4900 Kachina St. NW, Albuquerque 

 
Meetings on the 19th will be available to attend via Zoom or dial in. To request digital meeting link: contact 

Patti Watson at pattiw@cwastrategic.com or (505) 245-3134 
 

Comments and/or questions 
specific to this meeting should 
be directed to:  
 
Patti Watson 
CWA Strategic Communications 
10400 Academy Road NE, #340 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
Email: pattiw@cwastrategic.com 
 
ADA: To request ADA-related 
accommodations, language 
translation, and meeting 
assistance for the meeting, 
contact Eric Johnson, NV5 at 
(505) 697-1985 at least two days 
before the meeting.  
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albeit gradual, improve-
ment in women’s rights, 
and in human rights in 
general, up until the cha-
otic withdrawal of U.S. 
forces last year.

But, while deeply dis-
turbed by all I’ve read, 
any personal connection 
with, or intimate apprecia-
tion of, events 7,000 miles 
away has always been 
sorely lacking. That is, 
until I met Fariha Easar, 
a 36-year-old lawyer and 
activist who has fought 
fiercely for human and 
women’s rights in Afghan-
istan since she was a child 
growing up under the 
Taliban in the 1990s.

Easar is friends with my 
niece, who recently moved 
from Albuquerque to 
Washington, D.C., where 
Easar now also lives after 
fleeing Afghanistan last 
year. My niece invited 
Easar to dinner while my 
wife and I visited over 
Labor Day weekend.

She shared her perspec-
tive on women’s rights in 
Afghanistan with my fam-
ily, and with me in follow-
up phone conversations. 
Her story is deeply person-
al, offering me a penetrat-
ing view for the first time 
into Afghan women’s daily 
struggles.

Easar experienced first-
hand the Taliban’s repres-
sion from 1996-2001, when 
she and her five sisters 
were barred from school 
or even leaving their 
home.

“The Taliban took six 
years of my life,” Easar 
said. “It felt like being 

erased, because women 
were being erased from 
everywhere in society — 
from work, school, and the 
community.”

Despite the dangers, 
Easar and her sisters 
fought back. Her older 
siblings, who were prepar-
ing for college when the 
Taliban took over, ran a 
free, underground school 
at home for girls in the 
neighborhood.

At one point, the Taliban 
raided Easar’s home to 
dismantle the school. But 
the family got advance 
warning and either hid or 
burned all teaching mate-
rials before the soldiers 
arrived.

“We were terrified, 
but they couldn’t find 
anything,” Easar said. 
“Everyone was terrified in 
those days … The Taliban 

arrested, tortured and 
executed people for menial 
crimes and left their bod-
ies hanging on the road for 
everyone to see.”

Women faced “gender 
apartheid” through “sys-
temic discrimination,” 
Easar added.

“Those were the darkest 
days of our life,” she said. 
“We still remember and 
feel that pain today.”

The U.S. invasion, how-
ever, marked a historic 
turning point for women’s 
rights, allowing Easar 
and her sisters to reenter 
society, return to school, 
and pursue professional 
careers.

She graduated from high 
school in 2007, earned a 
law degree from Kabul 
University in 2011, and an 
MBA in 2018.

And for more than a 

decade, she worked as a 
contract employee under 
the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s Justice Sector 
Support Program, serv-
ing as a legal adviser and 
team leader to help build 
institutional capacity 
in various government 
departments, including 
Afghanistan’s ministries 
of justice, interior, and 
women’s affairs.

She helped change 
discriminatory laws and 
institute new legal protec-
tions for women. And she 
spearheaded action to 
combat human traffick-
ing and prosecute crimes 
of domestic abuse and 
gender-based violence.

She also organized 
national efforts against 
discrimination, such as a 
“Where’s my name?” cam-
paign to boost women’s 

identity and self esteem 
by legally requiring that a 
mother’s name be included 
for the first time on all 
official individual IDs, not 
just the father’s name.

Through another cam-
paign, dubbed “I Am My 
Song,” Easar helped roll 
back a government decree 
that banned schoolgirls 
older than 12 from sing-
ing in public at official 
ceremonies by posting 
dozens of videos on social 
media of women singing 
in protest.

Through her work and 
activism, Easar gained 
international recognition 
in world media, with sto-
ries that cited or profiled 
her on Fox News, ABC, the 
BBC and The Washington 
Post, among others.

But all that came to 
a crashing halt last 
year, when the Taliban 
returned, forcing tens of 
thousands of Afghans into 
exile, including 82,000 who 
evacuated to the U.S.

Easar escaped under 
U.S. protection on a mili-
tary flight out of the coun-
try. But now, her family 
remains trapped under 
the Taliban, in danger 
of retribution given her 
and her sisters’ social 
activism.

“They all lost their jobs 
and are now in hiding,” 
Easar said. “There are no 
laws in place now to pro-
tect them. If you’re killed, 
or experience domestic 
violence, there’s no jus-
tice system to turn to 
anymore.”

Easar’s story illumi-
nated Afghanistan’s 
harsh reality for me in a 

personal way, something 
we can perhaps all benefit 
from given the U.S.’s direct 
role in that country for 20 
years.

It’s hard to grasp from 
7,000 miles away, but 
worth the effort, given 
that New Mexicans are 
directly touched by 
Afghanistan’s turmoil. 
Some 5,000 of its citizens 
were evacuated to Hollo-
man Air Force Base last 
year, and many of our own 
military residents served 
lengthy tours there during 
the U.S. occupation.

Now, after 20 years of 
relative progress, the 
Taliban have reimposed 
the repression and dis-
crimination that group 
became notorious for in 
the 1990s, with the “scope, 
magnitude and severity” 
of its violations increas-
ing month by month, 
according to Amnesty 
International.

“The stakes could not 
be higher,” the organiza-
tion said in its new report. 
“If the international 
community fails to act, 
it will abandon mil-
lions of women and girls 
across Afghanistan and 
embolden others to under-
mine the human rights of 
women and girls around 
the world.”

UpFront is a Journal news and 
opinion column. Comment 
directly to Journal staff writer 
Kevin Robinson-Avila at 
krobinson-avila@abqjournal.
com.

Under the rule of the Taliban, ‘it felt like being erased’

COURTESY OF FARIHA EASAR

Afghani activist Fariha Easar pictured as part of a national campaign she helped orga-
nized entitled “Where’s my name?” The campaign sought to boost women’s identity 
and self esteem by legally requiring that a mother’s name be included for the first time 
on all official individual IDs, not just the father’s name.
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