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MESA MESSENGER 
Newsletter of the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc.  Volume 37, No. 2    February 2016 
Our Mission: Promote, protect, and improve the quality of life in Taylor Ranch 
 

Annual TRNA Membership Meeting set for 

Tuesday 9 March at 6:30 PM 

The theme of this year’s meeting is, “A STRONG 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood” 

Taylor Ranch just celebrated its 30 year anniversary this 

past summer. Thirty-year-old neighborhoods have some 

polishing to do to keep up their value.  How do we work 

together with the City and County to get the best 

“polish” for our established neighborhoods. 

Come hear a panel discussion 

with City Councilors Ken 

Sanchez and Dan Lewis; 

County Commissioner 

Debbie O’Malley; a city 

zoning inspector; and a 

police officer. 

Learn about city requirements for property maintenance, 

public safety in Taylor Ranch., and any new investments 

coming to Taylor Ranch. 

We will also elect board members, consider the 

proposed TRNA budget for approval, award our TRNA 

college scholarships, and have the opportunity to win 

door prizes donated by area businesses. The proposed 

budget and slate of officers can be found on pages 2-3. 

 

 

 

Bob the Goose Visiting Taylor Ranch 

 

 

 

Bob the Goose Visits Taylor Ranch 

 

An ankle tag wearing goose that has been visiting Taylor 

Ranch was named “Bob” by a few local middle school 

students.  Using binoculars and a camera two Taylor 

Ranch residents were able to read the nine digit ID tag 

and contact the US Geological Survey about the history 

of this particular bird. It turns out Bob was hatched in 

2002 or earlier, banded in Colorado, about 35 miles 

northwest of Alamosa, in June of 2003 and is a female. 

Over the last two months Bob has been spotted along the 

banks of the Rio Grande and at a local school. Canada 

Geese can live to be 25 years old so a 14 year old bird is 

not ancient, but she is older than the middle school kids 

who named her.  

        Bob the goose sporting her ankle ID tag on her right leg 

 
March 9

th
 TRNA annual meeting.  6:30 pm at the Don Newton-Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Center 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association 

Annual Meeting 

 
Tuesday 9 March from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 

Don Newton Taylor Ranch Community Center 

4900 Kachina St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120 
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TRNA Board Members to Be Elected at 9 March 

Annual General Membership Meeting 

 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association’s general 

membership elects nine board members for two year 

terms. Five board members are elected in even number 

years and four board members in odd number years. The 

board then meets in April and elects the officers of the 

Association from the board members. No officer can 

serve in the same position for more than two consecutive 

years. 

 

This year, 2016, there are seven TRNA board openings. 

Five terms are ending (Jay Dinerstein, Rene’ Horvath,  

Dan Shaw, Catherine Trujillo, Jolene Wolfley) and two 

positions are open because of board members stepping 

down early (Lily Andrews and Rae Phillips). Mike 

Sullivan and Terri Spiak are in the middle of their two 

year terms. 

 

2016 Proposed Slate for Board Members: 

 Jay Dinerstein,  

 Rene’ Horvath,  

 Dan Shaw,  

 Catherine Trujillo 

 Jolene Wolfley 

 Two nominations from the floor needed 

 

 

Diagram of a TRNA Board Member 

Please Consider Serving Your Community 

 

Head:   Likes to know what is going on in the 

community.  Has good judgment.  Thinks being on the 

board is not for him/her, but heart overrides (see below).  

May enjoy speaking in city 

meetings, but not required. 

Heart:  Feels happy knowing 

that the community is getting 

better.  Cares about people in 

the community.  Likes to meet 

new people. 

Hands:  Likes to help set up 

socials/community events or 

even run them.  Writes, serves, 

folds, or does whatever is 

needed. 

Contact Jolene Wolfley   email:  president@trna.org   to 

express interest or ask questions about serving on the 

TRNA board.    Whatever your interest or talents, we 

work with you!  We have two open positions to fill at the 

annual meeting. 
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TRNA President’s Message 

By Jolene Wolfley 

Two Years as President 

Over the past two years I have had the pleasure of 

serving as the President of TRNA.  I have met many 

wonderful people who serve this organization because 

they take time to make Taylor Ranch a little bit better.   

These are some of the great things our TRNA Board and 

active members have done together.   

We have sent a great newsletter regularly out to our 

members, we rebuilt our website, and have kept our sign 

boards posted.  We have had great socials, including a 

great 30
th
 anniversary/back-to-school event.    

We’ve been extraordinarily active in land development 

cases:  Coors Corridor Plan, Coors & Montano, Coors & 

La Orilla and many more.   We’ve had many successful 

flea markets and given scholarships to great seniors.  

Our citizen patrol has stayed patroling.  And we have 

gone each year as a Board to serve a meal to the less 

fortunate.    

While there are always new frontiers out ahead, this is a 

time to reflect and thank Terri Spiak, Dan Shaw, Lily 

Andrews, Rene Horvath, Rae Phillips, Catherine 

Trujillo, Mike Sullivan, Jay Dinerstein, Kathi Ingley, 

Deb Salvato, Ken Newman, and Wendy Dial for a jobs 

well done! And there are many others who help out 

regularly—thank you too.  

 

 

 

Agenda for Taylor Ranch Neighborhood 

Association’s Annual Meeting 

Don Newton-Taylor Ranch Community Center – 

Dining Room 

6:30 Presentation of Newman and VanBerkel 

Scholarships to High School Seniors 

6:45 Presentation of Community Partner 

Awards 

Approval of TRNA Budget for fiscal 

year 2016-17 

Election of TRNA Board Members 

Updates about: TRNA communication 

plan, website, newsletter, bylaw review 

7:15 Panel Discussion:  A Strong Taylor 

Ranch Neighborhood 

City Councilors Ken Sanchez and Dan 

Lewis 

County Commissioner Debbie 

O’Malley, Zoning Inspector, Police 

Officer 

Moderator:  Jolene Wolfley, TRNA 

President 

8:00 Presentation of Beautification Awards 

 

 

 

PAYPAL OPTION AVAILABLE SOON! 

Renewing and new members are now able to fill out an online membership form!  The online form will be sent to 

the treasurer and here is more good news:  Members will soon have the ability to  complete the process online by 

paying via credit card through PayPal.  This option will be available very soon!  Go to www.trna.org, select the 

“Participate” tab and choose “Online Membership Form”.  A PayPal “Button” will soon allow members to pay 

immediately with the convenience of paying the membership fee directly after completing the membership form 

online.  We hope this added convenience is an option the members enjoy!   
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Land Use Report 

Rene’ Horvath 

February 20, 2016 

1. ABC to Z - Comprehensive Plan Update/ Planning 

Department extends public review period to March 

11
th

: The Planning department held four open house 

meetings in January: two on January 27th, & two on the 

28th, to let the public know that the draft of the new 

Comprehensive was available for review. The meeting 

participants were told by the Planning Staff that the 

information in the existing Comp Plan and Sector plans 

were old, and complicated.  Therefore the Planning 

department decided to update the Comp Plan, and take 

the goals and policies from all the City Sector Plans and 

incorporate them into one new Comp Plan.  Sector Plans 

that have information regarding transportation, roadway 

function and design, would be placed in a traffic manual. 

Sector Plans Design regulations, like the Coors Corridor 

view, signage, and landscape setback regulations, would 

be placed in a new Zone Code document, which the 

Planning Department is working on this year (2016).  

 

Neighborhood representatives continued to express 

concern over eliminating the Area and Sector Plans into 

a one size fits all approach - Comp Plan.  They feel this 

approach will not preserve the identity or unique 

characteristics of the older, scenic, natural or cultural 

quality of the neighborhoods.  It was also, the first time 

the Neighborhoods had heard that the Sector plan 

information would be divided into three different 

documents: a Comp Plan, a traffic manual, and a zone 

code document.  This would make it harder for 

Neighborhoods to use, not easier.   

 

Participants were told that comments on the draft - 

Comp Plan were due February 11th.  This only allowed 

two weeks for the public to review and submit 

comments to the Planning department on a 500 page 

document.  Therefore, the Westside Coalition 

(WSCONA), along with many other Neighborhood 

Associations sent letters to the Mayor and the Planning 

department requesting more time to review the 

document.  Fortunately, this led to the City Planning 

Department extending the public review/ comment 

period to March 11
th

.   

 

According to the City website : Comments received by 

March 11 will be considered for the initial draft.  The 

draft will be submitted on April 28 for the June 2 EPC 

hearing.  Comments received by May 23
rd

 (10 days 

before the hearing) will be included in the record and 

addressed in the staff report to the EPC. There are no 

hard copies available. To review the draft on line, use 

following link: http://abc-zone.com/abc-comp-plan- 

public-review-draft-update-january-2016   

  

1. 2. La Cuentista Open Space/Councilor Benton's 

Resolution/LUPZ -February 10
th 

Hearing: On 

February 10th, the LUPZ Committee, held their Land 

Use, Planning and Zoning meeting.  One of the items on 

the agenda was Councilor Benton's Resolution regarding 

Open Space land acquisition.  You may remember last 

month the Albuquerque Journal and local television 

stations reported that Councilor Benton introduced a 

Resolution to give City Council more involvement in 

overseeing which properties would be acquired first.  

The Resolution places a priority on acquiring the La 

Cuentista property due to impending development 

pressure.   

2.  

3. The resolution also overturned a recommendation made 

last summer by the Open Space Advisory Board to 

acquire the sand dunes first.  The sand dunes are located 

in the County along the Rio Puerco.  Currently, there is 

$1.5 million available to purchase land for Open Space. 

This money was raised in two previous (2013 & 2015) 

General Obligation (G.O.). Bond elections and impact 

fees.  The value of the G.O. Bonds for open space was 

$750,000 in 2013, and $200,000 in 2015.  Before 2013, 

the value of the G.O. Bonds were set higher by the City 

Council and the Mayor; anywhere from $1M to $5 

million.  It is unfortunate that more money wasn't 

authorized for land acquisition in 2013 and 2015. 

4.  

TRNA, WSCONA, and west side residents submitted 

over a dozen letters of support for Councilor Benton's 

resolution.  There was  good testimony at the hearing to 

support Benton's resolution, and good discussion among 

the LUPZ Committee members on the Open Space issue.  

Five City Councilors members serve on the the LUPZ 

Committee : (Ike Benton, Diane Gibson, Pat Davis, 

Trudy Jones, and Don Harris). Councilor Benton 

explained that he felt there needs to be more focus on 

acquiring Open Space properties that are within the City 

limits, and under immediate threat of being lost to 

development.   

The LUPZ Committee members all agreed that Open 

space has been neglected in having adequate funding for 

land acquisition, and that more focus is needed on the 

Open Space land acquisition. There are other properties 

that are also listed on the Open Space priority list that 

are within the City limits.   Many of these properties are 

(article continues on page 6) 
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Land Use Report Continued from page 5 

not considered developable property and therefore are 

not under immediate threat of being developed any time 

soon.  The LUPZ committee deferred final action to 

March 16
th

.  I want to thank everyone for their support, 

writing letters, attending the LUPZ hearing, and for 

giving excellent testimony at LUPZ. Everyone did a 

great job. Thank you! 

3. Zoning Hearing Enforcement- February 16 

Hearing/ Conditional Use Request/ for 3 Story 

Storage  Facility at Bosque Plaza Shopping Center:  

Recently, TRNA received a notice of a ZHE hearing 

agenda, where one of the items listed on the agenda was 

a conditional use request for a 3 story storage facility on 

the Southeast side of La Orilla and Coors Blvd.  

Guardian Storage wants to purchase a lot behind the 

Village Inn restaurant to build the storage facility.  They 

need a conditional use to do so.  There was very little 

information provided in the application, except that it 

would be three stories high and take up most of the lot.   

 

Representatives from TRNA and La Luz attended the 

February 16
th
 ZHE hearing, and gave oral and written 

testimony. One of the concerns was the massiveness of  

the building in that location. Based on the information  

 

 

that was available, the massive building would not be in 

scale with the surrounding shopping center buildings. 

The allowable floor area/lot size ratio for retail and 

office buildings in Bosque Plaza was 30 - 40 %.  The 3 

story building would have a floor area/lot size ratio of 

110 %, which is between 3 and 4 times what was 

allowed at Bosque Plaza.  The proposed three story high 

building actually has more interior floor space than the 

lot that the building is sitting on. Do we want such a 

massive building on this site?  

 

There was also no information provided at the hearing to 

demonstrate that it would meet the view requirements of 

the Coors Corridor Plan (CCP) or  meet the intent of the 

Bosque Plaza Site Plan for subdivision. The La Luz 

President said there was not enough information to 

determine if the proposed building met the view 

regulations of the CCP. The TRNA President pointed 

out that TRNA was involved in the Planning process for 

Bosque Plaza Site development plan for subdivision, and 

that prior development proposals usually went before the 

EPC for review. Consensus Planning told the Hearing 

Officer that most of the neighborhood concerns were 

based on design, and could be addressed if approved, by 

the DRB - Development Review Board for review.  The 

ZHE Officer said he would reach a decision in 15 days 

on the conditional use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pay Your Dues 

Please 
 

Check your address label on this 

newsletter to see if your 

membership is up for renewal. 

 

If you owe please renew. 

 

You matter to us! 

 

Thank you 
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Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association
Membership Application or Renewal 

 
Name(s): ____________________________________ Phone #:  __________________ Date: __________ 
 
Address_________________________________________  E-mail: ________________________________  
 
I’m interested in helping in the following areas of participation: 
 
__ Beautification  __ Board of Directors __ Crime Prevention  __ Education 
__ Environment  __ Land Use   __ Membership  __ Newsletter 
__ Parks & Recreation __ Social Activities  __ Transportation/Traffic  
__ Other (specify) ____________________________ ________ 
 
Renewal Membership and New Member Rates 
__ Resident   __ $18 (thru Dec 2016) __ $34 (thru Dec 2017) __ $48 (thru Dec 2018) 
__ Business   __ $50 (thru Dec 2016) __ $90 (thru Dec 2017) __ $125 (thru Dec 2018) 
 
(Already a member? Pass this along to a neighbor and encourage them to join!) 
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March 2016

 
 

MESA MESSENGER 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc 

PO Box 66288 

Albuquerque, NM 87193-6288 

 

Return Service Requested 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting 

Wednesday 9 March starts at 6:30 pm 

At the Don Newton-Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Center 
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