
Newsletter of the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc. April 1996 

President’s Message
Ceil van Berkel, President TRNA 

is beginning a new year!  We elected new 
directors at our March 26th Annual 
General Membership Meeting, and we will 

elect new officers at the April board meeting. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for 
your contributions to the welfare of our community.
Meeting you, hearing from you, working with you has made 
this year as president a most  enjoyable year.  I urge all of 
you to consider serving on the board of directors or on one 
of our many committees this year.  There is much to be 
done!

We need to organize our streets into structured 
neighborhood watch groups and then have the block 
captains meet as part of our Crime Prevention committee.
The Education committee will be working to move up the 
APS time table for a new Middle School in our community.
Our Youth committee will be organizing many activities 
during the year and would appreciate some adult advice and 
assistance.  We are in the process of planning new parks and 
a new community center for our neighborhood.   There are 
many  city requests for input to planning new developments, 
to approving zoning changes, to planning transportation 
routes.  We want to continue to gather together for social 
events so we can get to know new neighbors and have fun 
together, as well as work together. 
All of these activities rely on the willingness of residents to 
take time to help build their community through their 
neighborhood association.  The annual reports from the 
committee chairs published in this issue will give you a good 
sense of what the committees work on.   Call one of our 
committee chairs and offer to help.  You'll be glad you did. 

Be sure to check out the Important Dates box this month.
There are some fun events coming up.  The June 23rd Arts 
in the Park will be an Oldies concert again.  Last year's 
Oldies concert was delightful and successful.  This one 
should be even better. 

Thanks again for a wonderful year. I'll see you at the next 
TRNA event!

TRNA EASTER PARTY: 

A SUCCESS!
Rosemary Freelin, Director TRNA, 

 Social Committee Chair

1996 Annual TRNA Easter Party once again was a huge 
success and we were blessed with a beautiful day.  Local Fire 
Department Station 19 in Taylor ranch helped the Easter 
Bunny along with Sylvester and Tweety make a grand 
entrance.  Team work from the Youth Committee, other 
young members from our community, as well as adults from 
our community made it a very special event. 

All activities were held at the library park basin area.  There 
were several egg hunts for children in different age groups. 

We had face painting, fishing game, cake walk, wheel of 
fortune, ring toss, and other fun games for the children.
Because of Sports Corral of Rio Rancho, the kids 
enjoyed jumping in the castle of air while waiting for their 
Easter egg hunt.   Many thanks also go out to those from 
Taylor Ranch that provided cakes for the cake walk. 

(continued page 5...)

Important Dates:
20 Apr. 9-11 am Bike safety program @ Chamiza 
27 Apr. 10-2 Healthy Kids Day @ YMCA 
27 Apr. TBD All Americans Bike Day @ Unser 
27 Apr. 9 am Keep ABQ Beautiful Bag-A-Thon 
23 Jun. TBD Arts in the Parks @ Mariposa Basin 
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Editor’s
Note

Michael Skroch, 
Director TRNA, 

Editor Mesa Messenger

Part of our newsletter production staff 
is changing.  Many thanks to Dorothy 
and Fred Manville for all the work 
they’ve done copying, folding, stapling, 
labeling, and mailing the newsletters.
They’ll be passing on their duties to 
other volunteers. 

I had a person volunteering to help 
with the business advertisement 
campaign... unfortunately I lost your 
name and phone number!  Please call 
back!  She’ll help solicit ads for the 
newsletter from local west side 
businesses.  As always, we encourage 
you to solicit our advertisers who help 
pay for production of this newsletter 
and provide us the convenience of west 
side merchants. 

By the way, this month’s issue is only 
six pages due to all the Spring work for 
the board and slow news in the 
neighborhood (Montaño Bridge seems 
to have a chance of being completed 
and it seems Cottonwood Mall will be 
finished in July or August).

Government
Affairs

Bob Woody, Director TRNA

McDonald’s has submitted a site 
development plan for a restaurant at 
Paseo del Norte and Golf Course Road. 

“Water Waste” the city sent me a letter 
defining what this means: any water, 
other than natural precipitation, that 
flows or sprays onto the public right-of-
way or adjacent property.

Eye on 
Education

Rexanna Jones, Secretary TRNA 

he Education Committee has 
worked to facilitate communication 
between the schools within our 

boundaries and members of the 
Association.  Our quality of life in 
Taylor Ranch depends in great part on 
the quality of our schools, and the 
involvement of our parents. 

TRNA also sponsored a $50 award to 
Chamiza, Petroglyph, Chaparral and 
Marie Huges Elementary Schools and 
to LBJ Middle School to be used for 

science fair expenses or science 
education materials.  The Marie Huges 
Science Fair is still upcoming.  If you 
would be interested in judging entries 
on April 25th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
please call Rexanna Jones,
899-0642.

Bike Safety 
Program

Debbie Tatum, Director TRNA 

 bike safety program will be held 
 at Chamiza Elementary School
on Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m. 

to 11 a.m.  The program will include an 
obstacle course and a safety talk from 
APD bicycle patrolmen.  All children 
are welcome.  All they need to do is 
bring their bike, the program is free.
Two bicycles will be given away along 
with many other prizes.  Sponsors of 
the program are the Northwest
Optimist Club and the City of 
Albuquerque Cultural and 
Recreational Services.  For more 
information, call Debbie Tatum at 
897-5071.

T

A

Mesa Messenger is published just about monthly 
by the Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, 
Inc. (TRNA) and is distributed to paid TRNA
members.  Membership information may be found 
on the last page of this newsletter.  Deadline for 
articles and advertisement is the fourth Friday of 
each month prior to the month of publication; 
however, it is appreciated if they are turned in 
earlier. Mesa Messenger is distributed by the 15th 
in the month of publication, usually earlier. 
Articles should be submitted to the editor, Michael 
Skroch, 899-4471 voice & fax, may be mailed to 
the TRNA post office box,.  Articles are accepted 
typed on paper or faxed to the above number; 
however, they are preferred on a DOS disk as a 
text, Word, or WP file.  Macintosh Word or text 
files on 1.44 Mb disks are also accepted.  You 
may also email your articles to 
ambidex@swcp.com. 
Call the editor about graphic file formats or images 
to be scanned. 

Non-business text-only classified ads such as for-
sale,  wanted, garage sale, etc. are offered to our 
paid members at $5 for up to 50 words, $0.10 per 
word extra, tax included.  For timely insertion,  call 
the editor.  Please advertise early. 
Business advertisement is accepted from any 
business members or resident members who own 
or operate a business within the borders of TRNA.
Business ad rates, payable in advance, are 
$10/mo. business card, $25/mo. 1/4 page, 
$50/mo. 1/2 page, $33/mo. 1/3 page and 
$100/mo. full page plus tax.  There is a minimum 
run of three months and there is a 30 percent 
discount for runs of 6 months or more. Mesa 
Messenger editor and TRNA board reserve the 
right to refuse any ad or article. 
 Ad copy in the following sizes only:  Full page at 
7.5” wide x 9.5” long.  Half page at 7.5”x4.75” (3 
col.) or 5”x7” (2 col.).  Third page at 7.5”x3.2” (3 
col.) or 5”x4.75” (2 col.) or 2.5”x9.5” (1 col.).
Quarter page at 7.5”x2.5” (3 col.) or 5”x3.5” (2 
col.) or 2.5”x7.5” (1 col.).  Business card at 
3.5”x2”.

The editor can help design or lay out your ad 
and can take camera-ready copy. To place a 
business ad, please call Michael Skroch. 
Many thanks to our newsletter production 
and distribution staff: 
Roger Suppona Dorothy & Fred Manville 
Thom Wright Sheryl Kearby 
Katie Tucker Tom Eggert 
Delly Rooney 
TRNA, Inc. is recognized by the 
Albuquerque Office of Neighborhood 
Coordination under the Neighborhood 
Association Recognition Ordinance (O-92.)
It is also a member of the Westside Coalition 
of Neighborhood Associations and also the 
League of Neighborhoods. TRNA provides 
no endorsement of products, events or 
vendors which advertise in Mesa Messenger.
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Environmental
Committee
Terri Clarke, Director TRNA 

pril 27th is the day 
scheduled of the city-wide clean 
up.  I am sure many of you plan to 

attend, after all this is such a positive 
opportunity to improve the appearance 
of our community.  I look forward to 
seeing you at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Walgreen’s parking lot where we’ll get 
organized!  Remember we will have 
cold ones there to drink and free food 
coupons.  To sign up, call me at 899-
1803.

Pollen Control 
Ordinance

Ceil van Berkel, President TRNA 

ouncilor Alan Armijo is sponsoring 
an ordinance to ban the sale of 
those trees which produce disease-

causing pollen.  City staff is in the 
process of finalizing the ordinance.  If 
you would like to support this 
ordinance, call the City Council office 
to find out when the ordinance will be 

voted on by the City Council (768-
3100).  A letter to Councilor Armijo, all 
councilors, and the Mayor would also 
help move the process along. 

However, banning the sale of offensive 
trees in Albuquerque won't be effective 
unless the county and surrounding 
municipalities also ban the sale of these 
trees.  If Albuquerque bans the sale of 
these trees, then the next step will be to 
contact county commissioners and the 
officials of other municipalities in the 
region to urge them to pass a similar 
ordinance.

The mailing address for the Mayor and 
the City Councilors is  PO Box 1293, 
Albuquerque NM 87103.

Host Families 
Needed for 
Brazilian Camp 
Counselor

Ceil van Berkel, President TRNA 

o you live within biking distance 
of the Westside YMCA, located at 
Taylor Ranch Road and 

Montaño?  The Westside YMCA will 
host a Brazilian young man as a camp 
counselor for the summer (May 12th - 
August 17th).   The Y pays for his 

airfare and gives him a small stipend.
However, to keep expenses low, local 
families are asked to host the counselor 
in their homes for 2-4 weeks each.  The 
responsibility of the host family is to 
provide a place to live and three meals a 
day for the visitor.  He will be working 
8:00 - 1:00 on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and 8:00 - 5:00 on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.

On the weekends host families are 
asked to include the counselor in their 
normal activities.  It is a great 
opportunity to learn about Brazil and to 
share the generosity of the American 
spirit with a visitor. 

If you are interested in more 
information, call Ceil van Berkel  at 
897-2541.

Last month we 
reported about an 
apparent child 

abduction in Taylor Ranch.  We’ve 
learned more from the police incident 
report and it appears that the child was 
not actually grabbed; however, the child 
was certainly frightened by the event.
Another witnesse that saw the entire 
incident says that the driver of the truck 
leaned from the driver side to the 
passenger side (toward the child on the 
sidewalk) of the car while slowing the 
vehicle and that the door of the truck 
did not open. 

Last month we incorrectly 
reported two items about 
the upcoming All 

Americans Bike Day being held on April 
27th.  First, there is no apostrophe in the 
event name.  Secondly, the event will use 
(and therefore close) the two east lanes of 
Unser.  Two-way, single-lane traffic will 
flow in the west two lanes.  Personnel will 
guide traffic at intersections where traffic 
wishes to cross the east event lanes of 
Unser.  Sounds like you might want to use 
Coors or Paseo del Norte that day. 

TRNA Contacts 
Board of Directors (new officers to be elected this month)
Name Office Chair/Activity Phone 
Monica Cordova........ new Director ............................ ..................................899-8501 
Robert DeMoss ......... new Director ............................ ..................................899-0735 
Dave Otto .............Past Vice President.....................PR...............................897-7733 
Rexanna Jones ...........Past Secretary................... Education ........................899-0642 
George Havins.......... Past Treasurer ........................... ..................................899-4522 
Terri Clarke .....................Director ...................Environmental ....................899-1803 
Richard Farris .................Director .................Crime Prevention..................898-2632 
Rosemary Freelin ...........Director ............... Parks & Rec, Social ................899-2450 
Michael Skroch ...............Director ................Newsletter, Editor .................899-4471 
Bob Woody .....................Director .............. Government Affairs................899-3391 
Thom Wright ..................Director ..................... Membership ......................897-0476 

Other Committee Chairs and Helpers
Name Chair/Activity Phone 
Ron Chapman...............................Youth Committee Chair .........................899-8904

A
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West Side 
Family
YMCA
Activities

all Anne at 899-8417 for more 
information.  The YMCA is 
located at 4701 Montaño Rd. NW 

(at Taylor Ranch Rd.) YMCA 
membership fees may also apply. 

Tee-Ball & Coaches Pitch: For 
boys and girls in kindergarten 
through 3rd grade.  Registration Apr 
22 to May 24 at the Y.  Practice 
begins week of May 20.  Games 
Saturday mornings Jun 8 to Aug 3. 

Preschool: Licensed, emphasizes 
fun, safety, exploration.  Ages 3-5, 
potty-trained, 9:00-noon, M-F, 
extended care 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. M-F. 
$48/wk preschool, $71/wk full day, 
daily rates available. 

YMCA Child Care: Before & after 
school, licensed.  Y is an APS bus 
stop for Chamiza.  K-5th grade, M-
F, 7 a.m to 6 p.m. at Y. $5-$56/wk 
depending on hours/days.
Registration for 96-97 year is open. 

Babysitting Workshop: Learn 
responsibilities, what to expect, 
CPR, many babysitting skills.  May 4 
& 11, 8:30-3 (12 hours), $40. 

Tumbling & Gymnastics: Two age 
groups.  Ages 3-5, 6-6:45 p.m. Wed; 
Ages 6-8, 6:50-7:35 p.m. Weds 
Dates: May 1-22. $15. 

Volunteer at the YMCA: Kids need 
attention.  Parents need support.
Teens need something to do. And 
we want our community to be a 
healthy place to live and work  If 
you want to solve these problems 
close to home or better yet, prevent 
them – then do something good.
Volunteer at the West Side YMCA.
For more information or volunteer 
opportunities, please stop by or call 
899-8417.

Hiking Club:  Twice a month groups 
gather at 9:00 a.m. at the Westside Y 
to carpool to nearby scenic 
locations.  Saturday family hikes, 

Thursday multi-generational hikes. 
Call for details. May 11: Jemez Falls 
to Battleship Rock. Apr 18: Embudo 
Trail, May 16: Piño Trial (from 
Elena Gallegos). 

Summer Safari: Indoor and outdoor 
activities, swimming, sports, field 
trips.  Staff certified in first aid and 
CPR.  May 22 to Aug 14, ages 5-12, 
M-F 9:00 a.m.-4:30 with precare at 7 
a.m., postcare to 6 p.m.  $73/wk (no 
pro-rate for attending partial weeks), 
10% discount for 2nd child. 
Registration open now. 

Youth
Committee
News

by Ron Chapman, Youth Director

In recognition of the end of a very 
successful fiscal year, the members of 
the Youth Committee celebrated by 
spending a night at Block Party on 
March 16. Congratulations to the 
following youth for their contributions 
to the Taylor Ranch community: 

Ý Monica Cordova
Ý Jessica Espinoza
Ý Matt Fleming
Ý Chris Jones
Ý Dana Krill
Ý Stuart Lamb
Ý Melissa Montoya
Ý Donnie Newton
Ý Mike Newton
Ý Ian Norstad 
Ý Alisa Pavlakovich 
Ý Heather Pelletier 
Ý Courtney Silecchia 
Ý Michael Silecchia 
Ý Brianne Solomon 
Ý Natalie Solomon 
Ý Amanda Tatum 
Ý Rebekah Zachritz 

Over the next two 
months, the committee 
will be performing 
several acts of service 

for the community. This includes 
assisting with the Easter Party on April 
6, involvement in a community wide 
clean up on April 27, purchasing 
equipment and supplies for use at LBJ
Middle School youth programs, and 
creation of a mural also at LBJ. Special 
thanks are due to Mr. Calnan of St.
Pius X High School and some of his 
art students for assisting the committee 
with the mural project. 

Tentative plans are being made for 
summer events for youth. Please let and 
of the members know if you have ideas. 

P.S. As you can see, I continue to serve 
as Youth Director. The committee was 
able to accommodate my needs for 
other commitments, so I expect to 
further act in this capacity.

TRNA Q&A
ave a question about something 
existing or happening in Taylor Ranch 
or about where to find resources in 

our area?  Have the answer to questions 
listed here?  Then send in your questions 
and comments and share them with other 
TRNA members.  Send to:

Mesa Messenger S Michael Skroch 
PO Box 75157 

Albuquerque, NM  87194 

No Q&A This month.  Send in your 
questions!

C

PRINTING, COPYING
AND

OFFICE SUPPLIES
PLUS

Complete Line of Quality. . .

Faxing, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Notary, Bindery, Keys
Packaging, Boxes, Shipping via UPS, Packaging Supplies

Bulk Mailing Services, Advertising Specialists

Business Shop
Montano Plaza

Coors & Montano
Phone: 897-1404

Northdale Shopping Ctr.
4th Street & Osuna
Phone: 344-7701

H
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26 March General 
Membership Meeting: 
A quick recap of some of the events at the last 
general meeting: 
¶ City Counselor Alan Armijo was in 

attendance.
¶ Dave Otto, Rosemary Freeelin and 

George Havins were reelected as 
board members. 

¶ Monica Cordova and Robert 
DeMoss were was elected as a new 
board members.  They replace 
outgoing members Ceil van Berkel 
(president) and Debbie Tatum. 

¶ Officers will be elected at the next 
board meeting. 

¶ The 1996 budget was passed. 

More details should be available in next 
month’s Mesa Messenger.

(Easter Party... 
  from page 1) 
We served hot dogs, 
hamburgers, frito pies, chili, 
and sodas.  Unfortunately we 
ran out of food due to the 
large community turnout.
Sorry for any inconvenience!
A big thanks is owed to 
those who operated the 
concession stand. 

A special thank-you goes to 
June Newman and Debbie 
Tatum for their dedication 
and hard work for our 
community.  We need more 
people like these ladies. [ed: 
And don’t forget all the work put 
in by Rosemary Freelin.]

Of course this Easter Party 
was only possible with the 
generous support of our 
local community-minded 
businesses which are listed. 

Our Youth Committee helpers were Monica 
Cordova, Jessica Espinoza, Dana Krill, 
Donnie Newton, Mike Newton, Alisa 
Pavlakovich, Courtney Silecchia, and 
Amanda Tatum. 

Other young helpers where Whitney Butts, 
Rebbeca Bowlin, Kim Bustemanate, 
Lee Brewington, Ann Cox, Elizabeth 
Derby, Elena Griego, Ashley King, 

Laura King, Marissa Mendoza, 
Kimberly Montoya, Sarah Ross, Karlin 
Saddoris, Joel Saddoris, and Madison 
Whatley.

And our helper moms were Tish Saddoris, 
Michele Greigo and Barbra Glinski. 

LOOKING FOR SUPPLEMENTAL INCOME? 

We’re in a home business with...
¶ NO Inventory 
¶ NO Need to Deliver Products 
¶ NO Repeat Sales Presentations 
¶ NO Billings or Collections 
¶ NO Complicated Paperwork 
¶ NO Risk 

Financial Freedom Really is Possible!

We’re Taylor Ranch residents just like you. 
Call us at 898-2990 to find out why we’re so excited!

Business Members

Our business members support 
TRNA.  Please support them!

Apple Blossoms Florist 
B&D Trophies 

Blake’s Lottaburger 
Brit Bare, Metro 100 

Centex Homes 
Cohn & Associates Insurance 

Coldwell Realtors 
Comet Cleaners 

Dr. David Greif, Chiropractic Physician
Dr. Walters, Chiropractor 

EduCare of NM 
Edward D. Jones & Co. Investments 

First Security Bank 
Fred van Berkle, Gen. Contractors 

Health Clubs of America 
HomeTown Buffet 

One Stop Business Shop 
Sunwest Bank 
Travel Trends 

US NM Federal Credit Union

TRNA EASTER PARTY BUSINESS 
SPONSORS:

Sivage Thomas True Value Hardware 
Charter Homes Pitre 
Riverpoint Sports & Wellness  Wendy’s 
Quanz Auto Care Albertson’s 
Smith’s Burger King 
Hometown Buffet McDonald’s, P.T.S. 
Westside Pets Furr’s 
New York Bagel - Ladera Walmart 
Confection Konnection Comet Cleaners 
Defined Fitness Los Cuates NM Food 
Discovery Toys - Susan Moore  Chili’s 
Jewel Osco Walgreen’s 
Ladera Movie Theater Party Barn 
Dr. Wenqert, DDS Dr. Anderson, DDS 
Dr. Armijo, DDS House of Fabrics 
Special Ts Ladera Dr. Fernandez, DDS 
Kenny Rogers Rosters Applebee’s 
Apple Blossom Hastings 
Cinimas West Glass Resort 
Baskin Robbins Donna Little, Salon 
Sports Corral Dion’s 
Great Harvest Breads 
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Please pass this form on to your neighbor and suggest they join TRNA to receive their own copy of this newsletter.  TRNA 
needs all our neighbor’s support to keep improving our neighborhood, planning social events, watching zoning changes, 
assisting with community policing, and informing you of what’s going on in and around your home in Taylor Ranch. 

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc. Membership Application

This is a: new membership Type of membership:  Resident / Landowner 4/96
renewal membership Business

Name: __________________________________________   Phone number: ________________ Date: _______  

Address: ________________________________________   Subdivision Name: _________________________  

We can always use your help!  Areas of interest in which I will help the Association:
  Crime Prevention   Education   Membership   Newsletter 
  Parks & Recreation   Library   Beautification   Environment 
  Public Relations   Zoning   Voting   Social Activities 
  Senior Center   Traffic   Calling   Children’s Parties 
  Board of Directors   Other:____________________________________________________  

I am enclosing a check made out to TRNA in the amount of:
 Resident:  $12, 1-year  $22, 2-years  $30, 3-years 
  Pro-rated resident dues are  $9, Apr.-Dec.  $6, July-Dec.  $12, Oct.-next Dec. 
 Business:  $50 1-year  $90, 2-year  $125, 3-year 

Please mail this application with a check to: TRNA, P.O. Box 75157, Albuquerque, NM  87194

Taylor Ranch Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 75157 
Albuquerque, NM  87194

Address Correction Requested!

The expiration year of your membership is shown on the top line of your mailing label. 
 Please renew early for the next year to avoid missing an issue of the Mesa Messenger. 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
Corrales, NM 
Permit No.  49 


